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INSTRUCTIONS 

A Field Research Safety Plan is a guide created by the research team that: (a) identifies and assesses hazards with field 
research, (b) establishes lines of communication, (c) describes emergency procedures, and (d) details required safety 
training for research staff. To create a Field Research Safety Plan specific to your research, follow the instructions below. 

1. Complete this safety plan. Insert specifics for your site and operations. 
2. Complete training for your site and operations (e.g., first aid, heat illness prevention, and task-specific training).   
3. Obtain immunizations and prophylaxis for your destination, if applicable (schedule 8 weeks in advance).  
4. Hold a pre-trip meeting with your group and/or supervisor to review your field safety plan, travel logistics, pack 

list (including first aid kit), personal safety and security concerns, and any remaining training needs. 
5. If the research is overseas, visit USC’s International Research web page for information.   

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
Research Project or 
Course 

 

Research Team   
Date(s) of Travel  
SITE INFORMATION 
Field Site Name  
Field Site Location Longitude:     Latitude: 

Terrain/Environment  
 

Site Access 

 

Domestic/ 
International 
Activities1 

 

Environmental 
Hazards 

 

Security 
 

Drinking Water 
Availability 

Plumbed water           Natural source and treatment methods (e.g., filtration, boiling, or chemical disinfection)   
Bottled water     Water cooler with ice      
NOTE: Online Heat Illness Prevention training is available via Trojan Learn (search using the keyword "heat"; course 
length is 20 minutes).             

Access to Shade/ 
Shelter2 

Building structures        Trees        Temporary canopy/tarp        Vehicle with A/C         
Other (describe)    
NOTE: If forecast exceeds 80oF, shade must be provided by natural or artificial means for rest breaks. 

High Heat 
Procedures2 

Required when temperatures are expected to exceed 95oF: If possible, limit strenuous tasks to morning or late afternoon 
hours. Rest breaks in shade must be provided at least 10 minutes every 2 hours (or more if needed). Effective means of 
communication, observation, and monitoring for signs of heat illness are required at all times. Pre-work safety 
discussion required.   Direct supervision        Buddy system        Reliable cell phone or radio contact     
Other (describe)    

 
1 Check with the Office of International Services regarding required approvals (e.g., visas, permits, and import/export controls). Contact the Office of 
Ethics and Compliance or Office of Research for further guidance. 
2 Review Heat Illness Prevention for Supervisors Fact Sheet and Heat Illness Prevention Fact Sheet on Pages 4 and 5, respectively. 

https://research.usc.edu/international-research/
http://trojanlearn.usc.edu/
https://ooc.usc.edu/international-activity/international-travel-guidance/
https://ooc.usc.edu/international-activity/international-travel-guidance/
https://research.usc.edu/international-travel-guidance/
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EMERGENCY SERVICES / CONTACT INFORMATION 

Local Contact 
 

University Contact 
 

Emergency Medical 
Services 

 

Nearest Emergency 
Medical Facility 

 

Mobile Phone 
Coverage 

List primary mobile phone number:                                                 Coverage is: Good        Spotty        Not Available    
Satellite phone/device:                                                                       Device carried?  Yes        No    

Nearby Facilities 
 

Side Trips 

 

PARTICIPANT INFORMATION 

Field Team/ 
Participants 

Name and phone of Primary Field Team Leader: 
Name and phone of Secondary Field Team Leader: 
Field Team/Participant list is attached as training documentation    
Other attachment (e.g., course roster)    

Physical Demands 

 

Mental Demands 

 

First Aid Training & 
Supplies3 

 

Immunization or 
Medical Evaluation 

 

 
3 Review First Aid Kits Guide Sheet on Page 6. 



              FIELD RESEARCH SAFETY PLAN 
 

Field Research Safety Plan 323 442 2200 | EHS@usc.edu                                Rev. 02/2021   Page 3 
 

EQUIPMENT / TRANSPORTATION 

Research Tools 

 

Other Research 
Hazards4 

 

Personal Protective 
Equipment (PPE) 

 

Field Transportation 
and Insurance 

 

CAMPUS CONTACTS 
Department of Public 
Safety 

(213) 740-4321 UPC; (323) 442-1000 HSC 
https://dps.usc.edu  

EH&S (323) 442-2200 https://ehs.usc.edu; report injuries - injuryprevention@usc.edu  

Student Health 
Services 

(213) 740-9355 
https://studenthealth.usc.edu  

USC Travel 
Emergency 
Assistance 

(213) 740-8258, (800) 348-7454  Office of Ethics and Compliance  
213.354.5000, 215.942.8226, or phlopsmed@internationalsos.com    
International SOS is USC’s contracted health and safety emergency provider for overseas programs. 

 
 
APPENDIX 
 

• Heat Illness Prevention for Supervisors Fact Sheet  
• Heat Illness Prevention Fact Sheet 
• First Aid Kits Guide Sheet 
• Common Disinfectants for the Laboratory 
• General Guidelines for Fieldwork Involving Trapping and Handling Wild Rodents 

 
  

 
4 Refer to General Guidelines for Fieldwork Involving Trapping and Handling Wild Rodents on page 7. 

https://dps.usc.edu/
https://ehs.usc.edu/
mailto:injuryprevention@usc.edu
https://studenthealth.usc.edu/
https://ooc.usc.edu/international-activity/international-travel-guidance/
mailto:phlopsmed@internationalsos.com
http://tiny.cc/usc-heat-fs-sup
http://tiny.cc/usc-heat-fs-en
http://tiny.cc/usc-1st-aid-kits-gs
http://tiny.cc/usc-comdisinfct-gs
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GENERAL GUIDELINES FOR FIELDWORK INVOLVING TRAPPING AND HANDLING WILD RODENTS OR OTHER ANIMALS 
Field-trapped rodents or their parasites are important sources of zoonotic diseases including rabies, plague, hantavirus pulmonary 
syndrome (HPS), tularemia, and lymphocytic choriomeningitis. The risk factors for infection are dependent on the rodent species being 
trapped, the geographical location, and prevalence of the disease, handling practices, and the health status of the field worker. 

Guidelines outlined below must be followed by field personnel in order to avoid becoming infected with a zoonotic disease when 
trapping and releasing, sampling, transporting, or performing necropsy on potentially infected wild rodents. 

PERSONAL PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT 

Respiratory 
Protection 

1. Consult with EH&S to determine if respiratory protection will be required. If required, see (a) and (b) below: 
a. Respirators may be negative pressure type such as N-95, N-99, or N-100, or powered-air-purifying respirator (PAPR)  
b. Personnel planning to use N95 or other tight-fitting (negative pressure) respirators must first enroll in the 

respiratory protection program through USC Environmental Health & Safety (EH&S). 

Facial Protection Wear a face shield, or goggles to prevent accidental splashes or sprays of rodent urine, blood, or saliva. 

Gloves 

1. Double gloves must be worn when handling specimens (e.g., feces, body fluids, swabs, and/or aspirates) during field 
necropsy). NOTE: Ensure that PPE material selected is not harmful to the species being worked with. 

2. Gloves must be changed when contaminated and between handling individual rodents or rodent groups. Place soiled/ 
contaminated gloves in a plastic bag.  

3. Thick gloves, leather gloves, or gloves with chainmail must be worn when checking or retrieving traps, handling wild 
rodents during observations, or mark-release studies. 

4. Dispose of soiled PPE (e.g., biohazard, hazardous chemical, or radioactive contamination) per Biosafety Manual, 
Chemical Hygiene Plan, or Radiation Safety Manual guidelines. 

Other Protective 
Outerwear 

1. Appropriate PPE such as disposable gowns, coveralls, long pants, long-sleeved shirts, disposable sleeve covers, safety 
shoes or boots should be worn when handling rodents and traps. Conduct a risk assessment to determine appropriate 
PPE or contact EH&S for assistance. 

2. After doffing a disposable gown, carefully turn it inside out and place it in a plastic bag. 
3. PPE and boots/shoes worn when handling wild rodents must be doffed before entering a USC animal facility.  
4. Dispose of soiled PPE (e.g., biohazard, hazardous chemical, or radioactive contamination) per Biosafety Manual, 

Chemical Hygiene Plan, or Radiation Safety Manual guidelines. 
PERSONAL HYGIENE 

Hand Hygiene 

1. Perform hand hygiene after contact with rodents, blood and other body fluids, environmental surfaces, handling 
specimens, after cleaning traps, removing gloves, and before eating and drinking.    

2. Wipe soiled hands with bleach-wipes to remove dirt before washing hands or using a sanitizer. 
3. Wash hands thoroughly with soap and water.  
4. Alcohol-based disinfectants are acceptable if water is unavailable.   
5. Avoid contact of mucous membranes (eyes, nose, mouth) with aerosols, contaminated hands or materials. 

FIELD WORK 

Basics 

1. For anesthesia, injectables or a mobile anesthetic device such as the Somnosuite with an attached induction chamber 
which uses air for gas delivery, are recommended.  

2. Weather permitting, field sample processing should be performed outdoors because of greater ventilation. 
3. Perform work in the field with the wind to the back and traps or trapped animals located downwind. 
4. If indoors, adequate ventilation of the area to the outside should be provided. 
5. Report any injuries to USC EH&S and complete the required injury form. 

Trap cleaning  

1. Traps used to capture rodents must be disinfected prior to re-use in the field 
2. Remove any organic materials with a moist paper towel to avoid aerosolization.  
3. Disinfect traps by submerging them in 10% bleach for 20-30 minutes. Rinse thoroughly with water; air dry in sun.  
4. If traps cannot be disinfected in the field, place them in a sealed transport container (e.g., a plastic bag) for transport 

to an appropriate location for disinfection. 

Disinfection/     
Waste Disposal 

1. A disinfection kit containing disinfectant (see Common Disinfectants for the Laboratory above), brush, soap, paper 
towels, and water must be available. 

2. Tables, other work surfaces, and chairs must be of a non-porous material that can be easily cleaned or disinfected. 
3. Trap bedding, bait, and feces must be carefully removed to avoid dust and aerosols, placed in a plastic bag for 

transport (consider secondary containment with labeling), and properly disposed of as biohazardous waste. 

Animal Transport 

1. An approved IACUC protocol and DAR approval for transporting animals in personal vehicles is required before 
transporting any live or dead wild rodent specimens or tissues.   

2. Avoid contamination of the vehicle passenger seats during transport and follow DAR policy.  
3. Use the appropriate PPE to transfer the trapped rodents to micro-isolator. 
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TRAINING AND DOCUMENTATION 
The undersigned acknowledge by their signature that they have read, understood, have access to, and agree to abide by 
this Field Safety Plan. 

Name Emergency Phone No. Signature Date 
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