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To maintain ease in reading and remain consistent with the Bible text
chosen, in most cases I have used small initial letters for pronouns
and certain nouns that relate to God. In areas where there might
be confusion about who is being referred to, I have used capital
letters consistent with traditional grammar rules.

All Bible portions are italicized and indented. Where Scripture text
is boldfaced, an emphasis has been added. Square parentheses in
the Scripture text indicate additions for explanatory purposes.

“The Stranger on the Road to Emmaus” introduces the reader to nine
different translations of the Bible. None of the translations differ on
content communicated nor affect the accompanying commentary.




PREFACE

It’s not easy to write an objective book about the Bible. By its very
nature, the Bible demands a response. Unfortunately, people’s
responses have been determined under less than ideal settings.

Many of us have experienced religious zealots, who cram shattered
fragments of Bible down our throats with the predictable effect of
stimulating the spiritual gag reflex. This has left people inoculated
with just enough Bible information to create misunderstanding,
but not enough to generate true comprehension. On such a basis,
many have chosen to reject the book rather than accept it. Most
try a neutral platform—they avoid it altogether.

With the above in mind, I've endeavored to stay away from that
preachy tone that sets one's teeth on edge. I've worked to explain
the Bible clearly, allowing it to speak for itself—to say what it
says—Iletting you draw your own conclusions. Some may accuse
me of losing objectivity because I've communicated the Bible
as being true. I felt that was a risk I must run, as the Bible itself
makes that claim. To do otherwise would not be true to the text.
Indeed, I've tried to capture the spirit of the narrative to make it
interesting as well as clear.

Secondly, I was determined to not water down the message.
Where the Bible demands a choice, I've tried to illustrate that
choice clearly. The Bible is quite direct about what it has to say
and I've endeavored to reflect that reality by shunning any sort
of vagueness. In keeping with this, I've avoided the confusion of
being politically-correct at the expense of the message. Initially,
I was perplexed at knowing how to express some words in our
gender-neutral society. I eventually gave up on humankind and
went with the traditional mankind.

As with any book, some may find it easy in the first few pages
to decide that “it’s not for me.” I wish to challenge those who are
inclined that way, to read the entire volume before deciding what
to believe about the Bible. There was a time when I too would
have thrown the Bible out with the proverbial bath water—but
then I was challenged to pause and look again. I'm still looking,
and continue to marvel over this Book of all books. There is a good
chance you will too.
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About the Bible:

...And let the one who hears say: “Come!” And let the one
who is thirsty come; let the one who wants it take the water of
life free of charge.

[ testify to the one who hears the words of the prophecy contained
in this book: If anyone adds to them, Cod will add to him the
plagues described in this book.

And if anyone takes away from the words of this book of prophecy,
God will take away his share in the tree of life and in the holy
city that are described in this book. Revelation 22:17-19 NET
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T Proocur
The year—circa 33 A.D.

The sun burned midday hot. All was quiet. Even the birds refused
to sing in the oppressive heat. Cleopas kicked a clod of dried mud
from the dusty road, drew a large breath and blew out his cheeks
in a weary sigh. Squinting into the haze, he could barely make out
the next ridge. Beyond that lay Emmaus—home. Sunset would
be on them before their arrival. Normally they would have left
Jerusalem sooner—after all, it was a three hour walk—but the
events of the morning had kept them hanging back, wishing for
more concrete news. Emmaus wasn’t much of a town, but today
it seemed very attractive. Any place but Jerusalem, with its yelling
rabble, its Roman cohorts, its governor—Pontius Pilate.

Cleopas’ heavy thoughts were jerked back to the present as his
irritated companion asked a question for the second time. The
two of them had been discussing the day’s events—the last few
years’ events—until it seemed no detail could be dissected more.
Cleopas was tired, but more than that, he was confused by all that
had transpired in Jerusalem. These days, it seemed, life held more
questions than answers. Trudging down the hill they rounded a
bend. It was then they met the stranger.

Hours later, the same day, the same night, when the two of them
stood hot and sweaty before their friends back in Jerusalem—for
it was there they had rushed—they couldn’t give a good answer
as to how the stranger had joined their twosome. At first, Cleopas
thought he had stepped out of the shadow of a big boulder, but
that didn’t jive with his friend’s explanation. The bottom line
was, they just weren't sure where he had come from. Lamely,
Cleopas had said that the stranger had “kinda, well just sort
of—appeared.” That had been met with some derisive statements
about the heat and too much sun.

But of one thing they were sure. The stranger had taken that
ancient collection of books—the Bible—and starting at the very
beginning, over the next several hours, had explained it in a way
that made incredible sense. The stranger’s message had driven
all despondency and doubt from their minds. So thrilled were
they by their new understanding that they had hurried all the
way back to Jerusalem to tell their friends about THE STRANGER.
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Somehow, somewhere, they too needed to hear this message—the
message they had heard oN THE RoaD TO EMMAUS.

So just what did THE STRANGER say about the Bible—a book that
has puzzled so many—that made so much sense? That is what
this book is all about. And to understand it clearly, we will do
what THE STRANGER did—start at the very beginning.

2 GETTING THINGS STRAIGHT

When you stop and think about it, it’s entirely reasonable—
indeed, just plain logical—to take a few hours out of your entire
life to gain an understanding of the Bible. After all, the Bible has
some very profound things to say about life ... and about death.

For centuries it has been a best seller. Anyone who claims to
be the least bit informed should understand its basic content.
Unfortunately, the Bible has fallen into disrepute, not because
of what it says, but because some very prominent men and
women, who claim to follow the Bible, have made some of the
worst choices in life.

But the Bible has not changed. And despite what the hypocrites
or critics say, it does make good sense to know it for yourself—

...for your own peace of mind,
...for your own life and death’s sake.

A Puzzie

In many ways, the Bible is like a puzzle. By this, I do not mean
that its message is hidden, but rather that to understand the Bible
accurately, the biblical pieces must be put together in the right
way. We can do this by applying four basic principles of learning.

1. The Storytelling Principle
The first principle is especially important when learning history
or reading a story. Simply put, it’s this—start at the beginning and
move sequentially through to the end. That may seem obvious, but
many people tend to read the Bible in bits and pieces, never taking
the time to tie them together.

In this book we will cover key events, stringing them together in
logical sequence—like hanging laundry on a clothesline. Since
this overview is far from comprehensive, expect some gaps on
the line. If you wish, the gaps can be filled in later, after you have
the overall picture.
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Although this clothesline cannot include every story, the events
we do study will tie together in one continuous message. If you
are a typical reader, by the time you have finished this book, the
Bible will make remarkable sense. Whether you believe it or not
is entirely up to you. I sincerely hope you will, but that is your
choice. My job is to help you understand it clearly.

2. The Mathematical Principle

The second principle is one we use all the time. To learn any new
concept, it helps to build from the foundation up—to move from the
known to the unknown. You don’t start children in kindergarten by
teaching them algebra. Rather, you begin with basic numbers, and
move from the simple to the complex. If you skip the fundamentals,
even rudimentary algebra will be beyond your grasp.

It's the same way with the Bible. If you neglect the foundations,
your biblical understanding will incorporate some unusual ideas,
resulting in the message being confused—the puzzle will present
the wrong image. In this book we begin with the basics, and progress
through each chapter, building on previously gained knowledge.

3. The Priority Principle

This third principle—major on the majors—should be applied to
any learning situation where the content is unfamiliar to you.
The idea is to learn the most important points first.

The Bible covers an incredible array of topics, but not all are of equal
importance. In this book we will focus on one major theme—the
most significant theme in the Bible. Once you understand it, the
Bible will make profound but simple sense.

4. The Clarity Principle
The fourth principle is of critical importance. Don’t mix your subject
matter—stick to one theme at a time.

The Bible addresses many different issues. It might be compared to
a cookbook with its many diverse recipes. Traditionally, the Bible
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has been broken down into topics, such as God, Angels, Man, and
Prophecy. The intention was to create better understanding, but
one needs to be careful. Some people, finding certain similarities
between topics, attempt to combine the ideas, often resulting in
a distortion of the original meaning.

It’s like jumping from a pickle recipe to a pie recipe because they
both share the initial letter “p.” If you begin by making pickles and
end with the pie recipe, you will bake the pickles until they are

well-browned! Both may start with the letter “p,” but combined
they make bizarre food!

The mixing of various topics is one of the contributing causes
as to why we find so many different church groups, religions
and cults, that to varying degrees hold the Bible as their book.
The pie has been mixed with the pickles. The puzzle has a
jumbled picture. In some cases, the confusion is minor. In
other situations, the mix-up has had catastrophic results.

In the Bible, if you unintentionally leap from one topic to another,
the end result will be confusion—your puzzle will be disjointed.
To avoid this biblical chaos, we will stick to one theme.

3 A UNIQUE Book

There is no doubt about it; the Bible is a unique book. Actually,
it’s a collection of books, sixty-six in all. One author, in writing
of the Bible’s uniqueness, put it this way:

Here is a book:

1. written over a 1500 year span;

2. written over 40 generations;

3. written by more than 40 authors, from every walk of life—
including kings, peasants, philosophers, fishermen, poets,
statesmen, scholars, etc.:

Moses, a political leader, trained in the universities of EQypt
Peter, a fisherman

Amos, a herdsman

Joshua, a military general

Nehemiah, a cupbearer

Daniel, a prime minister

Luke, a doctor

Solomon, a king
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Matthew, a tax collector
Paul, a rabbi
4. written in different places:
Moses in the wilderness
Jeremiah in a dungeon
Daniel on a hillside and in a palace
Paul inside a prison
Luke while traveling
John on the isle of Patmos
others in the rigors of a military campaign
5. written at different times:
David in times of war
Solomon in times of peace
6. written during different moods: some writing from the heights
of joy and others from the depths of sorrow and despair
7. written on three continents: Asia, Africa, and Europe
8. written in three languages: Hebrew ..., Aramaic..., and Greek...
9. Finally, its subject matter includes hundreds of controversial

topics. Yet, the biblical authors spoke with harmony and continuity
from Genesis to Revelation. There is one unfolding story...'

This one unfolding story is what we want to look at—simply and
without theological jargon. By far the most unique thing about
the Bible is that it claims to be God’s own words.

GoD-BREATHED
Often referred to as Scripture, the Bible states that ...
All Scripture is God-breathed....* 2 Timothy 3:16 NIV

The whole concept of God breathing out Scripture is a study in itself.
Just as when one exhales his breath, and that breath comes from his
innermost being, so ultimately all Scripture is to be viewed as the
very product of God himself. God and his words are inseparable,
which is one reason the Bible is often referred to as God'’s Word.

Highly simplified, it can be looked at this way. God told men
what he wanted recorded and those men wrote it down. Most
of these men were called prophets.
In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets...
Hebrews 1:1 NIV
Today, we think of prophets as those who foretell the future, but
in Bible times a prophet was a messenger who passed on God’s



18 « CHAPTER ONE

words to the people. Sometimes the message had to do with future
events, but more often than not, it was concerned with daily living.

God guided the prophets in such a way that what was recorded
was precisely what he wanted written. At the same time, God
allowed the human writer to record His Word—God'’s Word—in the
prophet’s own unique style, but to do so without error. These men
were not free to add their own private thoughts to the message.

...you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came
about by the prophet’s own interpretation. For prophecy never
had its origin in the will of man, but men spoke from God as
they were carried along... 2 Peter 1:20-21 NIV

The phrase carried along is used elsewhere in the Bible in reference
to the transporting of a paralyzed man.’ Just as a disabled man
could not walk by his own power, so the prophets did not write
the Scripture at their own inclination. The Bible is clear on this
point—it was God’s message from beginning to end.

EXTREME ACCURACY

The prophets wrote God’s words on a scroll, usually an animal skin
or paper made from plant fiber. The originals were called autographs.
Since the autographs had a limited life span, copies were made of
the scrolls. But the writers” awareness that what was being recorded
was God’s own Word resulted in one of the most remarkable
reproduction jobs ever done. In writing the Hebrew text...

They used every imaginable safequard, no matter how cumbersome or
laborious, to ensure the accurate transmission of the text. The number of
letters in a book was counted and its middle letter was given. Similarly
with the words, and again the middle word was noted.*

This was done with both the copy and the original autograph to
insure that they were exactly the same.

These scribes were so accurate in their transcription that,
when the Dead Sea Scrolls were found (written in 100 BC), and

Dead Sea Scrolls Previous Oldest
Manuscript

essentially no change
in 1000 years
of making copies
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compared with manuscripts resulting from centuries of copying
and recopying to a period of time 1000 years later (900 AD), there
were no significant differences in the text.’

Josephus, a Jewish historian from the first century A.D., summed
it up for his people when he stated ... how firmly we have given credit
to those books of our own nation, is evident by what we do; for during so
many ages as have already passed, no one has been so bold as either to add
anything to them, to take anything from them, or to make any change in
them; but it becomes natural to all Jews . .. to esteem those books ... divine.’

These men were absolutely convinced that to meddle with
the text was to tamper with God. We have ample reason to be
assured that what we have today is essentially the same as what
the prophets wrote.

Truly, the Bible is a unique book by any standard. No wonder
the Bible is ... the most quoted, the most published, the most translated
and the most influential book in the history of mankind.”

OLb AND NEW TESTAMENT

As we begin to navigate through the Bible, it may be helpful to
know that the Scriptures are divided into two major sections—the
Old Testament and New Testament. Historically, the Old Testament
portion was further sub-divided into another two" categories:

1. the Law of Moses (sometimes referred to as The Torah, The
Books of Moses, or The Law)

2. the Prophets (Later on, a third section called the Writings, was
sub-divided out of the Prophets.)

In the Scriptures, the phrase, the law and the prophets, is a way of
referring to the entire Old Testament—a part which comprises
approximately two-thirds of the Bible. The remaining one-third
is referred to as the New Testament.

Gob’s WoRD

Remembering the biblical categories is not critical. The important
thing to keep in mind is that the Bible claims to be God’s
Word—His message to mankind. We are told that through its
pages we can become acquainted with God. Such a claim should
cause even the most indifferent person to pause and consider
what it has to say.

Your word, Lorp, is eternal; it stands firm... Psalm 119:89 NIV



CHAPTER TWO

1 IN THE BEGINNING GOD

2 ANGELS, HOSTS AND STARS
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T IN THE Beainning Gob ...
The Bible starts with four very profound words:
In the beginning Cod ... Cenesis 1:1 NASB

There are no opening arguments for the existence of God—it is
assumed he exists. God is just there.

ETERNAL

God has been there all along. God existed before plants, animals and
people, before the earth and the universe. He had no beginning
and he will have no end. God has always been and will always
be. The Bible says that God has existed from everlasting past to
everlasting future. God is eternal.

Before the mountains were born or you brought forth the
earth ... from everlasting to everlasting you are God.
Psalm 90:2 NIV

The concept of an eternal God is difficult for us to grasp. It’s so
troublesome to our intellect that often we file it in our cranium
under the label impossible. But there are illustrations to help
our comprehension. For example, we can compare eternity
with the cosmos.

Most of us can fathom
our solar system—the
sun surrounded by
orbiting planets. We
know it’s vast, but space
probes have made the
farthest distances seem
reachable. But go a step
further and begin to
measure the universe. If
we were to climb into a
spaceship and travel at the speed of light, we would circle the
earth seven times in one second! How did you enjoy your tour? A
little brisk, perhaps? Heading out into space at the same speed,
we would pass the moon in two seconds, the planet Mars in
four minutes, and Pluto in five hours. From there you are off
into our galaxy—the MILKY WAY.
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At thelspeediofilight
you circleithe
earth'seven

times in one
second ...

Atithe speed of light; you will reach
the closest star in 4.3fyears, which
means eachi secondt of these years
you travel 186,000 miles er 300,000
kilometers—-aitotalldistance equivalent
to. 25,284,000,000,000" miles or
40,682,300,000,000 kilameters.

Qur star, the sun, is near'the edgelof
thelVlillkyWay:Galaxy. QurentireiSolar
Systemiwithiitsiorbitingiplanets could
fittinithisibex:

... pass the
Mooniin‘two
seconds=::
s andiPluto
in'five hours:
... Mars in

four minutes...



he Milky Way Ga
The band of stars you see in the night sky is part of a gigantic family of
stars called the Milky Way Galaxy. Travelling at the speed of light, it would
take 100,000 years to cross it from one side to the other. There are an

L

v\
lq‘>\ A/
Y

estimated 100 billion galaxies in the Universe, many comprising billions of
stars. Galaxies come in clusters and super-clusters. There are about twenty
galaxies in our cluster, and thousands of galaxies in our super-cluster.

Want a star named after you?

onl the present: pepulation of the

based
,

th, yeu couldthave 16 galaxie
aiteryouslinat means

apal

St namea

olfstarsicould

At the speed of light, you At this
will reach the next closest point you
galaxy in 2,000,000 years ... have only
begun to
travel the
Universe.
...and the next closest

cluster of galaxies in
20,000,000 years.
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Yes, the thought of an eternal God is difficult to grasp, but so is
the vastness of our universe. Both are mind-boggling, yet both
are real. The Bible speaks emphatically on this point. God’s
eternal existence is such an inherent part of his nature that the
Bible refers to it as his name...

... the name of the Lorp, the everlasting God.  Genesis 21:33 KJV

MaNY NAMES

God has many names or titles, each declaring something about
his character. We will look at three:

1AM
God said... "I AM WHO | AM.” And he said, “Say this..."| AM
has sent me to you.”” Exodus 3:14 ESV

The closest one can get to an explanation of this statement is this:
I AM the One who is or I AM the self-existent one. God exists by his
own power.

We need food, water, air, sleep, light—an endless supply of essential
items to live—but not God. He requires nothing, nothing at all!
He is the self-existent one, the I Am.

2 ) Lorp’
The title I Am is not commonly used in the Bible because its
meaning is embedded in the word LoORD.
No one is like you, O Lorp; you are great, and your name is
mighty in power. Jeremiah 10:6 NIV
The name Lorp not only highlights God’s eternal self-existent

state, but also focuses our attention on his position—a position
that is higher than all others. He is Lorp of lords.

3 ) THe Most HigH
This name ties in with the name, LorD, by emphasizing God’s
role as a sovereign ruler.

Let them know that you, whose name is the Loro—that you
alone are the Most High over all the earth. Psalm 83:18 NIV

Just as ancient empires had absolute leaders or sovereigns who
reigned over their domains, so God is King of the universe, the
God Most High.

Even the word God itself emphasizes his position as supreme ruler.
The word God means strong one, mighty leader, supreme Deity.
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The idea of God as king may conjure up an image of an old man
seated on a gold throne floating somewhere in the stratosphere.
The Scripture nowhere illustrates God as an old man, but it does
refer to God’s throne—not ensconced in a cloud—but rather in
a holy temple situated in Heaven.

The Loro is in his holy temple; the Lorp is on his heavenly throne.
He observes the sons of men; his eyes examine them.
Psalm 11:4 NIV
God rules from Heaven. We don’t know much about this place
called Heaven, but the little we do know is incredible. We will
discuss this in greater detail later on, but for now it is enough to
know that God is the supreme Ruler.

OnNLY ONE GoD

The term The Most High speaks of God’s unique place in the
universe. There is no one else like him. He stands alone, the
Sovereign Lorp of all.

| am the Lorp, and there is no other; Besides Me there is no
GCod. [saiah 45:5 NASB

Before Me there was no God formed, And there will be none
after Me. Isaiah 43:10 NASB

There is no hierarchy of gods, with one big God ruling the
roost as it were. No other gods exist out there, whether self-
existent or created.

This is what the Lorp says ... “I am the First and the Last; there
is no other God.” Isaiah 44:6 NLT

The Bible is emphatic—there is only one God.
A SPIrIT

Before we leave this subject, we need to understand one last thing.
The Bible tells us that God is invisible because he is a spirit.

God is spirit ... John 4:24 NASB

You can't see a spirit because it doesn’t have flesh and bones like
we do. But just because you cannot see somebody doesn’t make
that person any less real.

Think of a funeral of a friend who has died. If the casket was
open, you may have looked at the body. The body was there,
but where was your friend? He was gone; your friend’s spirit
was no longer present. When we look at someone, we only see
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their house, the human body—we don’t actually see the real
person, the spirit.

We will see that the Bible indicates in many different ways that
man'’s spirit starts at a point in time and then lives on forever.
But God is different; he never had a beginning and he will
never end. He is the only eternal spirit, living from everlasting
past to everlasting future.

God:

He is a spirit

He is eternal.

He is the I Am—the self-existent one.

He is the God Most High, the Sovereign Ruler of all.
He is the only God.

And that’s the way it was—In the beginning ...

2 ANGELS, HOSTS AND STARS

God’s first creative act is scattered across the pages of the Bible.
You can pull together enough information to answer rudimentary
questions, but that is where it stops. The Bible is not written to
satisfy man’s endless curiosity. It gives basic information on some
events, but when it comes to further details, the pages fall silent.
This is precisely the case with the subject of spirit beings.

NAMES

The Bible calls spirits by many different names—some singular,
some plural. We often call them angels, but the Bible uses many
terms to define them: cherubim, seraphim, angels, archangels,
morning stars—the list goes on. Collectively they | *Not to be

are referred to as multitudes, hosts, or *stars. confused
) with stars in
The host of heaven worships You. Nehemiah 9:6 NKJV | the night sky.

They may all have personal names but only a few Svﬁ?éﬁngavriig

are mentioned, such as Gabriel and Michael. is in question.

INVISIBLE, INNUMERABLE

As with God, spirits are invisible, having no bodies of flesh and
blood like you and me. Even though we can’t see them, they must
be everywhere. The Bible indicates that there are...

... thousands upon thousands of angels...  Hebrews 12:22 NIV
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The idiom used to number just those surrounding God'’s throne
communicates an unfathomable sum.

Then I looked and heard the voice of many angels, numbering
thousands upon thousands, and ten thousand times ten thousand.
They encircled the throne... Revelation 5:11 NIV

SERVANTS

The angelic beings were created to serve God and do his pleasure.
They are called ministering spirits.

Praise the Lorp, you his angels, you mighty ones who do his

bidding, who obey his word. Praise the Lorp, all his heavenly

hosts, you his servants who do his will. Psalm 103:20-21 NIV

Are not all angels ministering spirits sent to serve...?

Hebrews 1:14 NIV

The word angel is derived from the Greek term, meaning messenger
or servant. Because God created them, they belonged to him and
were to do whatever God asked them to do.

CREATOR—-OWNER

The concept of the creator also being the owner has lost its
strength in our industrialized, money-driven economy.

I remember walking through a tribal village in Papua New
Guinea. Every item I asked about—"*Whose paddle is this? Whose
canoe is that?”—elicited a response that designated an owner.
Upon inquiring how they knew who the owner was, they looked
at me incredulously. “Well, the owner is the one who made it!” The
creator-owner connection was very strong.

When I questioned them if it would be all right for me to break
a paddle, they were just as emphatic that it would not be a good
idea—unless I wanted to have trouble with the creator-owner.

Taking it a step further, I asked if it was acceptable for the owner
to break it. They gave a tribal shrug and a nod: “It’s okay for the
owner to break it—he made it.”

God created the angels and so it was not out of place for them to
be considered his possessions. And since they belonged to him,
they were to do his bidding—as his servants and messengers.
This was not some ancient form of servitude. There are no
parallels here to forced bondage. The angels could have had
no better Creator-Owner.
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EXTRAORDINARY INTELLECT AND POWER

To carry out his directives, God created the angels with great
intellect and power. Some of these angelic beings had more
capability than others. The angels were created as perfect beings,
without any evil. But they weren’t robots either; they each had a
will which gave them the ability to choose.*

SIMILAR BUT DIFFERENT

Angels share some similarities with man, though man is not nearly
as powerful or intelligent. The Bible says that God made man...

... a little lower than the angels ... Psalm 8:5 NKJV

Though similar, angels are distinct from man. They never die.’
They neither marry nor reproduce.’ Though normally unseen, on
certain assignments they make themselves visible. When they talk
to man, the language they use is understandable to the hearer.

THE ANOINTED CHERUB

The most powerful, the most intelligent and the most beautiful
spirit ever created was a cherub. His name is translated in Latin
as Lucifer,” which means shining one.

... O Lucifer, son of the morning! Isaiah 14:12 NKJV

Lucifer was referred to as an anointed cherub. The meaning of
the word anointed has its origins in the ancient rite of pouring oil
on someone or something to set it apart to God for a special task.
This act was considered sacred and not to be taken lightly.

You were anointed as a guardian cherub, for so | ordained you.
You were on the holy mount of God... You were blameless in
your ways from the day you were created ... Ezekiel 28:14-15 NIV

It seems that Lucifer’s job kept him in the presence of God at all
times. Perhaps he somehow represented the rest of the angels
and led them in worship and praise of their Creator-Owner. We
will learn more about this anointed cherub later.

WORSsHIP

The word worship comes from an old English word meaning fo declare a
person’s worth. The Bible says that all the angels worshipped God.

You impart life to them all, and the multitudes of heaven
worship you. Nehemiah 9:6 NET
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That is only fitting since God is the Sovereign King and, as such,
rightly deserves to have his worth declared. By way of contrast,
if I am boasting about a friend’s deeds, someone else could call
into question whether my friend deserves as much praise as I'm
giving. But the Bible says God is worthy of all praise.

“You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor
and power, since you created all things, and because of your
will they existed and were created!” Revelation 4:11 NET

For you are great and do amazing things. You alone are God.
Psalm 86:10 NET

ALL THE ANGELS WATCH CREATION

God’s creative act had begun. Now;, as all the angelic host watched
and rejoiced, God embarked on his next great work of art.

His canvas: the universe

His subject: the whole earth.

“Where were you when | laid the foundations of the earth? Tell
me, if you know so much. Who determined its dimensions and
stretched out the surveying line? What supports its foundations,
and who laid its cornerstone as the morning stars [or spirit
beings] sang together and all the angels shouted for joy?”
Job 38:4-7 NLT




CHAPTER THREE

1 HEAVEN AND EARTH
2 It Was GoobD
3 MAN AND WOMAN
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1 HEAVEN AND EARTH
The first book in the Bible is called Genesis.

Genesis means beginnings.

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. Now the
earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of
the deep, and the Spirit of Cod was hovering over the waters. And
God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. Cod saw that
the light was good, and he separated the light from the darkness.
God called the light “day,” and the darkness he called “night.”
And there was evening, and there was morning—the first day.

Genesis 1:1-5 NIV

From NOTHING

“In the beginning God created ...” To create is to exhibit profound
power. It is even more incredible to realize that God created
everything out of nothing. We as humans create, but only with
pre-existing material. We paint pictures using oils and canvas.
We build houses out of wood, mortar and brick. But when God
created, he used nothing.

ALL-PowERFUL

To create on such a grand scale with no materials, no blueprints,
no workshop and no tools, takes abilities totally foreign to us.
The Bible tells us that creation was possible simply because God
is able. God’s power knows no limit.

Great is our Lorp, and mighty in power ... Psalm 147:5 NKJV

He is truly all-powerful.

Ar-KnowinG
God not only has the power, but he also has the knowledge. He
is all-knowing.

Great is our Lorp... his understanding has no limit.
Psalm 147:5 NIV

God knows everything. He doesn’t need to check with the architect
or an engineer for further information. His knowledge is unlimited.
In creation, God was not confined to someone else’s blueprint.

EVERYWHERE PRESENT AT ONE TIME

When man is in the process of building or shaping an object, he
needs a workplace, such as a shop or studio. But God needed no
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workshop in which to fashion his creation, for the Bible tells us
that the LoRb is everywhere present at one time.

“Am | only a God nearby,” declares the Lorp, “and not a God
far away? Can anyone hide in secret places so that | cannot
see him?” declares the Lorp. “Do not I fill heaven and earth?”
declares the Lorp. Jeremiah 23:23-24 NIV

Only God possesses this triad of attributes—all-knowing, all-
powerful, and present everywhere at one time—and only a
faultless combination of these three attributes would be able to
create the complex realm in which we live.

He has made the earth by His power; He has established the

world by His wisdom, And stretched out the heaven by His

understanding. Jeremiah 57:15 NKJV
The angels possess none of these characteristics, even as powerful
and intelligent as they are. And us? We don’t even come close to
this sort of ability.

For us to construct even the simplest object takes combined
human effort. For example, let’s say we decide to make a simple
chair—the kind you find in a school auditorium.

For starters we need metal. But where do you find metal?
In rocks. But who knows which stones contain the required metal?

We need a geologist and a prospector who know a great deal
about finding the rocks which carry iron ore.

Assuming we have found the right rocks, what’s the next step?

We need someone with the know-how to manufacture dynamite
and assorted mining equipment. We need miners who have the
expertise to extract the ore safely from the ground.

But you still can’t build a chair with a mound of iron ore. It needs to be
melted down. Can you build a fire hot enough to melt rocks?

We need those who know the smelting and alloy process. So we
found those fellows, but guess what?

They just poured for us a block of steel. If we are going to make
a chair, it will necessitate having someone who understands how
to roll that block into a thin sheet of metal, bend it into a tube
and then weld it.

Welding? Sounds like we need someone with knowledge in
electricity and how to generate it.
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As you can see, making a chair is a complicated process. And we
haven't even discussed the plastic parts.

Plastic? Hmmm. Doesn’t that get into petroleum products? Now
let me see. Drilling a well to find oil takes...??!!

And all we wanted to do was make a chair. To create even the
simplest object takes hundreds of people with combined knowledge
and allied skills. No one person knows it all.

None of us, human or angelic, can be compared in even the
smallest way to God who knows all things, who has all the
power to create from nothing, and is everywhere—so that he
can place the object he has made wherever he chooses. God
stands alone.

Ah, Loro GOD! Behold, You have made the heavens and the
earth by Your great power and outstretched arm. There is nothing
too hard for You. Jeremiah 32:17 NKJV

GobD SPOKE

The account of this monumental creative act is recorded simply
and concisely. The most staggering information is stated in just
a few words. For example, the biblical text makes only passing
reference to the means by which God accomplished his creation.
He didn’t use hands or tools. The Lorp just spoke the cosmos
and all it contained into existence.

God said, “Let there be light.” Genesis 1:3 NET

... the entire universe was formed at God’s command. ...
Hebrews 11:3 NLT

Once again, such ability confounds our imagination. We can’t
comprehend speaking a metal chair into existence, let alone the
universe! But then, what would you expect from an almighty
God? When you think about it, you would expect him to be just
that powerful. The Bible states it as fact.

By the word of the Lorp the heavens were made, And all the
host of them by the breath of His mouth ... Let all the earth fear
the Lorp; Let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of
Him. For He spoke, and it was done; He commanded, and it
stood fast. Psalm 33:6,8-9 NKJV

So, that’s the way it all started. God spoke light into existence. He
named the light day, and the darkness he called night. According
to the Bible, the first day of creation was complete.
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EVERYWHERE PRESENT AT ONE TIME

Not all the attributes of God are equally comprehensible.
Somehow it’s easier for us to envision God being all-powerful
and all-knowing than to see him being present in all places at
the same time. But over and over again, the Scripture teaches
us that God is everywhere-present.

When you stop and ponder the idea, it really is comforting.
If I am travelling away from my family, I want to know that
God is with them. But at the same time, I want the LorDp to
be with me. If  am in trouble, I don’t want to have to find God
to get help. I may need assistance—NOW! And, of course, I
want that to be true for my family as well.

On the other hand, it can be frightening to know that God is
everywhere present. If I do wrong, there’s no place to hide.

In the 10th century BC, a king of Israel wrote these words
as he was directed by God:

Where can | go from Your Spirit? Where can | flee from
Your presence?

If I go up to the heavens, You are there; If | make my bed
in the depths, You are there. If I rise on the wings of the
dawn, if | settle on the far side of the sea, even there Your
hand will guide me, Your right hand will hold me fast. If |
say, “Surely the darkness will hide me and the light become
night around me,” even the darkness will not be dark to
You; the night will shine like the day, for darkness is as light
to You. Psalm 139:7-12 NIV

The fact that God is everywhere at one time needs to be differentiated
from the concept of pantheism. Simply put, pantheism teaches
that God is in everything, and everything is God. In contrast,
we will see that the Bible teaches that the Lorp is distinct from
his creation—he is not part of it. The Scripture defines God as
a being, not some sort of abstract or transcendent force.

Do you not know? Have you not heard? The Lorp is an
eternal God, the creator of the whole earth. He does not
get tired or weary; there is no limit to his wisdom.

Isaiah 40:28 NET
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ANCIENT BUT ACCURATE
Centuries ago it was commonly believed that the earth was
flat. This thinking never had its origins in the Bible. The
Scripture uses a word that alludes to the spherical shape of
the globe when it states...

He sits enthroned above the circle of the earth ...
Isaiah 40:22 NIV

Some ancients speculated that the earth sat on a strong
foundation or was supported by a mythological god. The
Bible says God....

... hangs the earth on nothing. Job 26:7 NKJV
Ptolemy in the 274 century catalogued 1,022 stars, which
was considered authoritative until Galileo’s invention of the
telescope in the 17" century. Though only about 5000 stars
are visible to the unaided eye, the Bible from its earliest pages
relates the number of stars to ...

... the sand which is on the seashore ... Genesis 22:17 NASB

2 It Was Goobp

God had begun his creative work. The curtains had been pulled
back. As all the angelic host watched, heaven and earth were
placed on the stage. With a word, the Sovereign God turned on
the floodlights. Act One was completed; Day One was finished.
Now five more acts of God’s great drama were to follow in the
next five days of creation.
Do you not know? Have you not heard? Has it not been told you
from the beginning? Have you not understood since the earth
was founded? ... He stretches out the heavens like a canopy,
and spreads them out like a tent to live in.  Isaiah 40:21-22 NIV
The Bible compares the earth to a tent. It’s a place in which to dwell,
the most unique homestead in the universe.

Day Two

At the conclusion of day one, the earth as created was completely
covered with water. Now, on day two...
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...God said, “Let there be an expanse in the midst of the waters
and let it separate water from water.” ... God called the expanse
“sky.” There was evening, and there was morning, a second day.

Genesis 1:6-8 NET

The expanse* was probably synonymous | *The word expanse
with what we call the atmosphere. The Is synonymous

Ws at h d wat st ¢ with space, and
earth’s atmosphere and water are just two o can apply to either
many features that make life possible on | earth’s atmosphere

this planet. or deep space.

On day two we see the first indication that the world as originally
created was different from what we now know. It seems it had a
different atmosphere and was universally warmer. Later on we
will read about the circumstances that may have changed the
environment to its present state.

DAY THREE

At the beginning of Day Three, the water under the expanse still
constituted one vast ocean with no visible dry land.

God said, “Let the water under the sky be gathered to one
place and let dry ground appear.” It was so. God called the
dry ground “land” and the gathered waters he called “seas.”
God saw that it was good. God said, “Let the land produce
vegetation: plants yielding seeds according to their kinds, and
trees bearing fruit with seed in it according to their kinds.” It
was so. The land produced vegetation—plants yielding seeds
according to their kinds, and trees bearing fruit with seed in
it according to their kinds. God saw that it was good. There
was evening, and there was morning, a third day.

Genesis 1:9-13 NET

Day Three can be divided into two parts. First, we see the dry
land appear. Apparently, as the ocean bottom sank, forming huge
basins for the water, dry land appeared, rising out of the watery
depths. Second, we see the creation of plants and trees.

For thus says the Lorp, Who created the heavens, Who is God,
Who formed the earth and made it, Who has established it,
Who did not create it in vain, Who formed it to be inhabited:
“I' am the Lorp, and there is no other.” Isaiah 45:18 NKJV

From the very beginning, God had been preparing the world to be
inhabited, and now plant life was created to provide for our physical
needs: food to eat, oxygen to breathe and wood for building.
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DAy Four

On the first day of creation, God had drawn back the curtain of
darkness when He spoke light into existence. On the fourth day,
God created the light-givers.'

God said, “Let there be lights in the expanse of the sky to separate
the day from the night, and let them be signs to indicate seasons
and days and years, and let them serve as lights in the expanse
of the sky to give light on the earth.” It was so.

God made two great lights—the greater light to rule over the
day and the lesser light to rule over the night. He made the stars
also. Cod placed the lights in the expanse of the sky to shine on
the earth, to preside over the day and the night, and to separate
the light from the darkness.

God saw that it was good. There was evening, and there was
morning, a fourth day. Genesis 1:14-19 NET

If it seems strange to us that God would create light before He
created the sun, we must remember that it is just as easy for God
to create the light as it is for him to create the light-givers.

“I am the Lorpo, who made everything, who alone stretched out

the sky...” Isaiah 44:24 NET

He made the moon to mark the months, and the sun sets

according to a regular schedule. Psalm 104:19 NET
ORDER

The sun, moon and stars reveal that the Master Designer is a
God of order. Order is the rule of the universe. It ticks with the
precision of an atomic clock and, indeed, it is a kind of timekeeper.
We write tidal charts years in advance with the confidence that
they will be accurate. We launch satellites, certain *NASA’s Galileo
that they will rendezvous with distant planets | probe travelled
ata precise moment, just as *programmed. The | SiX years before

. . reaching Jupiter
whole planet relies on the regularity of the precisely as
sunrise and sunset. Without that set pattern, | scheduled.
nothing would survive.

The order observed in the universe is the result of physical laws
that govern all things. We can study those laws through various
sciences such as astronomy, biology, physics and chemistry. God
established these physical laws to hold the universe together with
astonishing precision.
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He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together.
Colossians 1:17 NASB

We take these laws so much for granted that we never consider
what the world would be like without them. But just imagine
the result if—for a few seconds, at random, every few days—the
law of gravity was suspended. Chaos and death would reign. It
would be like someone instantly removing all the traffic lights,
stop signs and speed limits from our city streets. Those laws are
there for a purpose. Laws define uncompromising boundaries
as to how something will function.

Yours is the day, yours also the night; you have established the
heavenly lights and the sun. You have fixed all the boundaries
of the earth ... Psalm 74:16-17 ESV

Almost instinctively we treat these natural laws with great
respect. For example, we walk very carefully along the edge of
a cliff because we know that to defy the law of gravity will have
serious repercussions. Whenever you have a law, you also have
a consequence. Unless one’s a daredevil, we avoid flirting with
those consequences like we avoid the plague.

These laws—this structure and order—are a reflection of God'’s
nature. It’s the way he is.

DAy Five

On the fifth day, God created the whole kaleidoscope of sea life
and birds.

Then God said, “Let the waters teem with swarms of living
creatures, and let birds fly above the earth in the open expanse
of the heavens.”

So God created great sea creatures and every living thing that
moves, with which the waters abounded, according to their kind,
and every winged bird according to its kind. And God saw that it
was good. So the evening and the morning were the fifth day.
Genesis 1:20,21,23 NASB/NKJV

Day Six

The sixth day was the pinnacle of God’s creative act. God began
the day by creating the land animals.
Then Cod said, “Let the earth bring forth the living creature

according to its kind: cattle and creeping thing and beast of the
earth, each according to its kind”; and it was so.
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And Cod made the beast of the earth according to its kind,
cattle according to its kind, and everything that creeps on the
earth according to its kind. And God saw that it was good.
Genesis 1:24-25 NKJV
Kinps

On days three, five and six, it is respectively stated that plants, sea
life, birds and animals were to reproduce according to their kind.
What does it mean when it says, according to their kind? Simply put,
it means that cats give birth to cats, dogs to dogs and elephants
to elephants. We don’t need to worry that, when we plant tulip
bulbs, cedar trees will sprout.

Creatures can give rise to different varieties,” but still be the same
kind. For instance, you can breed various types of dogs and end
up with a whole array of canines—poodles to Great Danes—but
they are all still dogs. Nothing new has been added, in fact, each
of them contains less genetic information than the mongrel stock
from which they were bred. On the other hand, because kinds
are fixed, a farmer need not be concerned about the neighbor’s
milk cow breaking into his pasture and interbreeding with his
prize horse. Once again, we can see that God embedded in the
system physical laws to maintain order.

PerrecT, FLAWLESS, HOLY
As the universe was created, the Bible says repeatedly that...
God saw that it was good. Cenesis 1:25 NASB

It’s another of those concise statements which is loaded with
meaning. When God created, he made things truly good.

As for God, his way is perfect; the word of the Lorp is flawless.
Psalm 18:30 NIV

We humans can never make something flawless. What we produce
may be quite acceptable, but it will still have defects. But when
God created, he made all things without fault.

The Bible says that God himself is perfect—without blemish. We use
words like holy and righteous to describe aspects of that perfection.

Holy, holy, holy is the Lorp Almighty ... Isaiah 6:3 NLT

Splendid and majestic is His work, and His righteousness
endures forever. Psalm 111:3 NASB

... the holy Cod will show Himself holy in righteousness.
Isaiah 5:16 NASB
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We will take a deeper look at these words as we progress through
the Bible. For now, all we need to know is that the words, holy and
righteous, are used to describe aspects of the LorD’s perfect nature.

The absolute holiness of God cannot be over-emphasized. It's
a point that must not be missed in the overall story. It’s a piece
that cannot be left out of the puzzle. Keep this in mind as you
continue to read.

Perfection is fundamental to God’s character. Because he is perfect,
he could only make a perfect creation. Creation has changed, as
we will see, but in the beginning it was just right! God said, it
was good. It was perfect.

Gob CAREs

God could have created all plants and animals black and white,
but instead he made everything with an endless variety of
pigmentation and hues. Not only did he invent colour, but also
created eyes able to see the colour.

God ensured a vast variety of foods that would taste good. He
could have created all food to taste like liver! Some may not
mind liver, but we all know people who would have been very
disappointed. The Lorp not only created endless flavours, but he
also provided us with taste buds able to enjoy the fine nuances
of a seemingly endless variety of cooking styles.

Along with many other things, he gave fragrance to flowers and
he created the nose with its ability to appreciate a multitude of
scents. Everything could have smelled like rotten eggs, but that
is not the way God designed it.

God could have limited His creation of plant life to a few kinds.
Indeed, just a few would have provided our needs quite adequately.
But no, we see an overwhelming variety. It is evident that the
Lorp is a God who truly cares. The Bible says that he...

...richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment.
1 Timothy 6:17 NIV

Not only did God have all the ability and power to create the
boundless variety, but that power was combined with loving
concern. He is a God who revealed himself with acts of kindness
in the world about us.

God is still impressing mankind with his creation. For centuries,
much has been hidden from man’s view because of our inability
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to see and understand it. But then, as we developed electron
microscopes, atom-smashers, orbiting telescopes and other
technology, we were able to peer into some of those hidden
areas. And we have not become bored in our discoveries. Rather,
the more we discover, the more fascinated we are, the more
impressed we become, and the more we are aware of what we
do not know. And yet it has been there all along, created by an
awe-inspiring God.

Great is the Lorp, and highly to be praised, and His greatness

is unsearchable. Psalm 145:3 NASB

There was yet one more step before the sun set on Day Six—before
God’s universe was complete; that step was the creation of man
and woman.

3 MAN AND WOMAN

For this is what the Lorp says—he who created the heavens, he
is God; he who fashioned and made the earth, he founded it; he
did not create it to be empty, but formed it to be inhabited—he
says: “I am the Lorp, and there is no other.”  Isaiah 45:18 NIV

DAYy SiX (CONTINUED)

The sixth day began with the creation of animals. Now the
focus of the whole story changes. Up to this time, God had been
preparing the earth to be inhabited. The watching angels must have
wondered what God had in mind for the grand finale. Would
the earth be for them? Whether such angelic conjecture went on
or not we don’t know, but certainly the way God went about the
creation of man held its share of surprises.

Then God said, “Let *us make man in *our image, - Perhap; you
after *our likeness. And let them have dominion are woncering
] . who God was
over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the | talking to when
heavens and over the livestock and over all the he said “Let us
earth and over every creeping thing that creeps | make man in
on the earth.” So God created man in his own | O4r'mage...

. i the i fCod h d him: mal We will cover
image, in the image of God he created him; male | {4t later on in
and female he created them. Cenesis 1:26-27 ESV | the book.

THe ImaGE oF Gop

The Bible says the LorD created man in the image of God. Now
obviously this doesn’t mean we are exact duplicates. None of
us are all-knowing, all-powerful, or everywhere present at one
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time. Nor does the Bible teach that we are little gods. Rather, man
is like a mirror which reflects the image of the object but is not
the object itself. In a sense, when you look at man, you see many
things that he holds in common with God.

First of all, God created man with a mind. In a sense, God gave
us a dab of his intellect. Because we have a mind, we are able to
investigate, understand and create, abilities which God possesses.
But, although we have an intellect, we are not all-knowing. Indeed,
we are born into this world with very little knowledge. All our
knowing must be learned.

God also created man with emotions. The word emotion can have
negative overtones, but there is a positive side. The ability to
feel is a very important aspect of being human. Without feelings,
your response to others would be like that of a robot—cold and
calculated. In contrast to an emotionless robot, the Scripture tells
us that the Lorp is compassionate; he is tender; he feels anger when
he sees injustice. A heartless, unaffected god without the capacity
to feel love or show compassion would be truly frightening. God
created us with feelings, because he has feelings.

God also created man with a will. Man’s ability to make decisions
for himself is often taken for granted. But the capacity to choose
and have preferences is what gives mankind endless variety.
Some like rice, others prefer potatoes. For breakfast you can have
grape, apple or orange juice. The choices are unlimited.

The ability to choose separates us from robots which cannot make
independent decisions—they only feed back what is programmed
in. Man was given a will so he could freely follow God, not as a robot,
but as one who has intelligently grasped that God cares for him, and
therefore knows that God is looking out for his best interests.

Having an intellect, emotions and a will are all aspects of being
created in God’s image. There are other areas we could look at
as well, but let’s move on in the story. The Bible says...

And the Lorp God formed man of the dust of the ground, and

breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a

living being. Genesis 2:7 NKJV
The words breath of life are often associated with the spirit or non-
material side of man. This is an additional reflection of God’s image,
for God is Spirit. As we stated before, spirits cannot be seen since
they have no bodies. However, in man’s case, God chose to provide
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a physical house of flesh and bones for man’s spirit to dwell in—a
house formed from the dust of the ground. Once formed, the body
would have laid there, complete in every way, but entirely lifeless. It
was when God breathed the spirit into man, that the body became
alive. Only God can impart life; no person or angel has that ability.
Once again, we see that the Lorp is completely distinct from all
his created beings—He is greater than them all.

A COMPANION

The first and only man God created was named Adam, which
means man. God then created the woman.

... the Lorp God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone;
I will make him a helper suitable for him.”  Genesis 2:18 NASB

So the Lorp Cod caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and
while he slept took one of his ribs and closed up its place with
flesh. And the rib that the Loro God had taken from the man
he made into a woman and brought her to the man.

And the man and his wife were both naked and were not
ashamed. Cenesis 2:21-23,25 ESV

These few verses have generated heated arguments. Some have
understood that when God made woman, he made her a second-
class citizen. This is not so. God took woman out of man’s side—to
be a companion, not from man’s heel—to be his slave. Adam gave
his wife the name Eve, meaning lifegiver.

THE PeRFECT GARDEN

God took Adam and Eve and placed them in a special garden
which he had created for them. The garden was called Eden.

Now the Lorp God had planted a garden in the east, in Eden;
and there he put the man he had formed. And the Loro God
made all kinds of trees grow out of the ground—trees that were
pleasing to the eye and good for food. Genesis 2:8-9 NIV

All the gardens and zoos of the world could not compare with
God’s garden. It was a perfect paradise—with luxuriant foliage,
sparkling clear water teeming with a myriad of fish, an incredible
variety of animals—with beauty beyond description! The weather
was different too. The Bible says...

... the Lorp God had not sent rain on the earth ... but streams

came up from the earth and watered the whole surface of
the ground. Genesis 2:5-6 NIV
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We have very little idea of what Eden was like—but, obviously,
God did not create a garden where Adam and Eve were struggling
to survive. The garden had an abundance, and everything they
could possibly need was adequately provided by God. It was a
perfect world in which to live.

CREATOR-OWNER

God didn’t ask Adam and Eve if they would like to live in
Eden—he knew what was best for them. God could act without
consulting anyone simply because, as Creator, he was also Owner.
(Remember the tribal illustration: He who makes the canoe paddle
also owns the paddle.)

Yours, O Loro, is the greatness and the power and the glory and
the majesty and the splendor, for everything in heaven and earth
is yours. 1 Chronicles 29:11 NIV

The Lorp owns the earth and all it contains, the world and all
who live in it. Psalm 24:1 NET

Know that the Lorp, he is God! It is he who made us, and we
are his; we are his people... Psalm 100:3 ESV

Just as the angels belonged to God because he created them,
so man belonged to God because the Lorp was his Creator.
And just as the angels were given the position of being God’s
servants, so God gave man the responsibility of taking care of
the earth.

Then the Loro God took the man and put him into the garden
of Eden to cultivate it and keep it. Cenesis 2:15 NASB

TrRIAL PERIOD

Just because God did not consult with Adam and Eve about
placing them in the garden did not mean that they were without
a choice. God had created man with a will—the ability to choose.
However, when it comes to some areas of life, such as love,
having the capacity to choose is meaningless unless there are
alternatives. So God placed before man a very simple option
involving two trees.

In the middle of the garden were the tree of life and the tree of
the knowledge of good and evil. Genesis 2:9 NIV

The first tree mentioned is the tree of life. If man ate of this tree,
he would live forever. No problem.
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The second tree, however, came with a warning. It was the tree of
the knowledge of good and evil. Adam and Eve knew about good, but
evil was another matter. They had both been created as perfect
beings and were innocent of all wrong. Their experience was
limited to God’s goodness. The Bible says that if Adam and Eve
ate the fruit of this one tree, then not only would they know what
was good but also what was evil.

And the Lorp God commanded the man, “You are free to eat
from any tree in the garden; but you must not eat from the
tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat of
it you will surely die.” Genesis 2:16-17 NIV

Earlier on we saw that to defy one of God'’s physical laws, such
as gravity, has repercussions. That principle—a broken law has
consequences—applies to any of God’s laws or commands. In this
case, God gave man one simple rule: “Don’t eat the fruit from
that one tree.” The consequence of breaking that command was
made just as plain—man would die. We will discuss death in
detail later.

This single tree was what distinguished man as a human and
not a robot. Man had a choice—to eat or not to eat, to obey
or disobey. Given that choice, Adam and Eve were removed
from the realm of androids, programmed to do only what they
were told. There is a big difference between a person who is
programmed to say “I will obey you” and someone who does
so of his or her own free will. Having the ability to choose is
what gives the word obey meaning and depth. Choice makes a
relationship genuine.

This one restriction on the first humans was scarcely a hardship.
The situation was not as some paintings depict, with Adam and
Eve sitting under two lonely trees having very little fruit from
which to choose. They had an abundance.

...the Loro God made all kinds of trees grow out of the

ground—trees that were pleasing to the eye and good for food.
Genesis 2:9 NIV

CREATED FOR His GLORY

In giving Adam and Eve a choice, God was not intending them to
run off and establish their own agenda. Rather, man was created
to reflect God’s grandeur—to honour Him.
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“You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor
and power, since you created all things, and because of your
will they existed and were created!” Revelation 4:11 NET

When a son is obedient to his dad, he honours his dad. So it is
between man and God. Man was created with a will so that, by
the obedient choices he made, he would honour the Lorp. Indeed,
as Creator of the universe, God deserves all the honour man could
give him. Showing such respect would result in tremendous
benefits. The Bible says that when man fits into God’s plan for
him, he finds the greatest happiness, fulfillment and reality. So
it was for Adam and Eve.

God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply! Fill

the earth and subdue it! Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds

of the air and every creature that moves on the ground.”
Genesis 1:28 NET

MAN—THE Frienp oF Gobp

God was committed to the well-being of Adam and Eve. He was
there to fill every need they had.

Then Cod said, “I now give you every seed-bearing plant on the
face of the entire earth and every tree that has fruit with seed in
it. They will be yours for food. And to all the animals of the earth,
and to every bird of the air, and to all the creatures that move on
the ground—everything that has the breath of life in it—I give
every green plant for food.” It was so. Genesis 1:29-30 NET

The Bible speaks of God coming in the cool of the evening to
walk with man. Adam and Eve were able to do this, as they were
innocent of any sort of evil or wrong—they had a perfection that
allowed them to be in God’s company. Only perfect’ people can live
in the presence of a perfect God.

What an experience that must have been for this new couple—to
stroll in the garden with the Creator of the universe! It’s quite
conceivable that God spent time explaining in detail how he
made things, imparting profound knowledge on intricate flowers,
calling down birds concealed high in the treetops, introducing
secluded forest animals—pointing out things that had escaped
their notice. No doubt he explained the laws that kept everything
running so precisely. What an education and what an Educator!
No one could have better informed them as to how to care for
the garden. The world was a perfect place in which to live.
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But God wasn’t some sort of crusty, distant super-professor. The
Creator was Adam'’s and Eve’s best friend. In life,
the ideal family relationship is one in which

the parents give loving care, and a child in 0
turn gives honour to his parents . OO
by loving obedience. This ‘Q\\
ecier sS
was the relationship Adam + &S

and Eve had with God. @"\\
God lovingly provided ‘v

for them, and they ¢
lovingly obeyed the Loro—

honouring him. It was the
way God created things to be.

CREATION COMPLETED

God saw all that he had made—and it was very good! There
was evening, and there was morning, the sixth day.
Genesis 1:37 NET

Creation was complete. People often start projects with great
gusto and then lose interest over time. But God is different. The
Lorp always finishes what he sets out to do.

The Lorp’s decisions stand forever; his plans abide throughout

the ages. Psalm 33:11 NET
Creation was done. The Bible tells us that God rested on the

seventh day, not because he was tired, but because his creation
was complete. It was time to lean back and enjoy!
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WHAT ABouT EvoLuTION?

The Bible does not mention evolution. The Creation-Evolution
debate has generated much controversy, couched as a debate
between religion and science. This book is not written to
address this topic, but here is a little food for thought.

First of all, it is not entirely safe to designate Evolution as
science, and Creation as religion. Since Charles Darwin
first published the theory in 1859, classic Darwinism has
been largely replaced by Neo-Darwinism and Punctuated
Equilibrium—theories that differ greatly from each other.
No agreed-upon body of facts exists that explains origins.
Many well-studied people argue that Evolution is not pure
science, but embraces key aspects of religion. This religion
presupposes that there is no God, choosing to put its faith
in massive amounts of time and chance. They point out that
evolution violates basic laws of physics.

On the other hand, to put Creation wholly in the religion
category may not be correct either. A significant community
of scientists has concluded that this complex universe could
only exist if there was a designer (such as God), or a team of
designers. Solely using science, they point out that the world
has an irreducible complexity* at even the smallest level.
They demonstrate that such universal complexity and order
could only exist if it was planned from the ground up—it
could not evolve by random chance. Though some of these
scientists do not categorize themselves as Bible believers,
many do take the Bible at face value. The latter group is
referred to as Creation Scientists.

Since the mid-sixties, there has been an explosion of written
material on the subject (see Appendix). Much of it is readable
for the lay person. I would encourage you to keep reading
and studying before you make up your mind.

Some wonder about the feasibility of the Creation account as
it relates to the dinosaurs. From a biblical viewpoint, there is
no reason not to believe that God created them along with
the rest of the animals. Evidence exists that the dinosaurs
lived at the same time as man.
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Others wonder about the earth’s age—it appears very old, but
the Bible does not allow for eons of time. It is true that scientists
have developed numerous astronomical, solar, terrestrial,
and biological clock models® in an effort to determine the
age of the universe, but while these models employ reasoned
calculations, the computed ages have left scientists scratching
their heads. Depending on the clock used, ages range from
a few thousand years to billions of years. Darwin theorized
400 million years for biological evolution. Today, a common
estimate starts at 4.6 billion years. Whose clock is right?

Is there a reasonable answer that fits the biblical account?
Going strictly by the Bible, we know that God created a
mature earth. On the day of his creation, Adam could have
walked among towering trees, marvelled atimmense animals,
and gazed at stars in the night sky. Perhaps he thought,
“Wow! This place has been around for a long time.” However, God
would have told him that it was, at most, six days old—he
had created the whole universe in a fully functioning state.
Scientists, in looking back, try to determine the past by
what they observe—just like Adam. The Bible, however,
records the origins of the earth from the perspective of an
eyewitness—God himself.

So, did God mean it when he said he created the universe?
Who are we to believe? Whose word is to be trusted?

Centuries ago, a king pondered his place in the world:

When | consider your heavens, the work of your fingers,
the moon and the stars, which you have set in place, what
is man that you are mindful of him, the son of man that
you care for him?

You made him a little lower than the heavenly beings and
crowned him with glory and honor.

You made him ruler over the works of your hands; you
put everything under his feet: all flocks and herds, and the
beasts of the field, the birds of the air, and the fish of the
sea, all that swim the paths of the seas. O Lorp, our Lord,
how majestic is your name in all the earth! Psalm 8:3-9 NIV
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1 I WiLL

Creation ended with God’s stamp of approval. He pronounced
it very good. All was in order. There was no pain, no disease, no
struggle for the survival of the fittest, no discord, and above all,
no death. Between God and man there was a unique relationship,
a fellowship, a friendship. Eden was the perfect place to live.
Everything was very good.

But today we have pain and disease and only the fittest survive. At
times we wish that verbal discord was our only problem. Instead, at
any given time, the tyranny of war dominates in many parts of the
world. Everything runs down, breaks down or wears out. From every
corner of the animal kingdom to all mankind, life involves perpetual
struggle. The world is not a very good place. What happened?

LuciFer
It all goes back to the garden of Eden. The Bible says of Lucifer...
You were in Eden, the garden of Cod; Every precious stone was
your covering... Ezekiel 28:13 NASB
Lucifer, you will remember, was the most powerful spirit God
created. His name means shining one. He belonged to the angelic
order called cherubim and was selected by God for special
responsibilities that took him into God’s presence.
You were an anointed guardian cherub ... you were on the holy
mountain of God ... Ezekiel 28:14 ESV

Lucifer was perfect. He is described as having incredible beauty
and wisdom.

You were blameless in your ways from the day you were created....
Ezekiel 28:15 ESV

You had the seal of perfection, full of wisdom and perfect
in beauty. Ezekiel 28:12 NASB

Although Lucifer was the most powerful angel, there is no direct
indication that he ruled the other spirit beings.

PRIDE

The time when the next event in history occurred is open to
debate. It probably took place sometime soon after creation was
completed. There may be a difference of opinion over when, but



52 « CHAPTER FOur

what happened is very clear. The Bible says Lucifer became proud.
His beauty and power went to his head, so to speak. With pride
came ambition. Five times Lucifer said, “I will.” A whole study
could be done on these I will’s, but, in brief, it’s enough to say
that Lucifer wanted to stage a celestial revolt.

“O shining one, son of the dawn...You said in your heart,
“I will ascend to heaven;
I will raise my throne above the stars [or angels] of God;
I will sit enthroned on the mount of assembly, on the utmost
heights of the sacred mountain.
I will ascend above the tops of the clouds;
I will make myself like the Most High.”
Isaiah 14:12 YLT, 13-14 NIV

Not only did Lucifer want to take over Heaven, but he was resolved
to be like the Most High. Lucifer was determined to lead a coup
d’état to replace God with HIMSELF. Then HE would be the
leader of all the angels and the universe would be HIS to rule.
Lucifer’s heart was bursting with prideful ambition.

The only loophole in Lucifer’s plan was that God knew all about
it. God is all-knowing and Lucifer’s thoughts did not escape him.
The Bible says that God detests pride.

These six things the Lorp hates, yes, seven are an abomination
to Him: a proud look ... Proverbs 6:16—17 NKJV

Lucifer was deliberately going contrary to God’s plan for him. We
must remember that God did not create angels as robots. They
were created with a will. Their choice to serve was an expression
of willing submission to the sovereign God. But Lucifer became
dissatisfied with being an angel. He had something bigger and
better in mind. He became proud and chose to rebel. Lucifer
despised both his design and his Designer. The dictionary says
that to despise means: to regard with contempt; to look down upon;
to dislike intensely; loathe. God called Lucifer’s attitude sin.

JUDGMENT

Because God is perfect, he could not tolerate Lucifer’s sin as if it did
not matter. Perfection, by its very nature, demands the absence of imperfection.
We will see this truth repeatedly as we progress through the Bible.

God who is right (righteous), can have no part with wrong.
God’s holiness leaves no room for sin.
God who is sinless, cannot tolerate sin in his presence.
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God’s perfection is a reality as certain as any physical law that
governs the universe. His response to Lucifer’s sin was immediate.
He expelled him from his position in Heaven.

...you sinned. So I drove you in disgrace from the mount of Cod,

and | expelled you, O guardian cherub...Your heart became

proud on account of your beauty, and you corrupted your wisdom

because of your splendor. So | threw you to the earth...

Ezekiel 28:16-17 NIV

Lucifer did not go without a battle. He still was a very strong
being and, on top of that, many other angels followed him. The
Bible gives some precise details of what happened. To help you
understand the account, I have tied the context together. As you
read, you will see that any confusion about whom this may be
speaking of, is removed in the latter parts of the text.

Then another sign appeared in heaven: an enormous red
(dragon)...(His tail|swept a third of the stars out of the sky
and flung them to the earth ...

And there was war in heaven. Michael and his angels fought against

the(dragon) and the (dragon)and his angels fought back. But he

was not strong enough, and they lost their place in heaven.

The great(dragon)was hurled down—that ancient serpent

(called the devil, or Satanwho leads the whole world astray.

He was hurled to the earth, and his angels with him.’
Revelation 12:3-4, 7-9 NIV

DeviL, SATAN, DEMONS

The text indicates that one-third of the angels followed Lucifer
in his rebellion. Lucifer became known as the Devil or Satan. Just
as God’s names describe his attributes, so Lucifer’s names reveal
his character. Satan means adversary or enemy; Devil means false
accuser or slanderer. The rebellious angels that followed Satan were
now called demons or evil spirits.

LAKE OF FIRE
When God cast the Devil and his demons from Heaven, it was
only the first phase in judging these rebellious spirits. The Bible
says that God has a place of final punishment, an....
... eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels.
Matthew 25:41 ESV

This location is commonly referred to as the Lake of Fire. Often cartoons
are drawn depicting Satan and his demons standing waist-deep
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in flames, conniving and plotting mischief. However, the Bible
tells us that Satan is not yet there. He was cast out of Heaven, but
not into the Lake of Fire. Later, after many events occur involving
him and his demons, Satan will be forever confined to this place
of punishment. Referring to this future time, the Bible says...

The devil, who deceived them, was cast into the lake of fire ... And
they will be tormented day and night forever and ever.
Revelation 20:10 NKJV

WAR

Although God had expelled Satan and his demons from Heaven,
they still retained their immense power and intellect. It would
be all-out war. Satan would fight dirty. He would be against
everything good, everything that God planned to do. His prey?
God’s pinnacle of creation—mankind.

2 Has Gob SAID...?

When God created man, he didn't just place him on earth and
walk away. The Bible says that God visited Adam and Eve in the
garden and, in the offhand way it’s mentioned, one can assume
that this was a regular event. On a number of occasions, the
Scripture speaks of God taking on the form of a human to show
himself to man. This was obviously one of those times. Adam
and Eve were on intimate terms with their Creator-Owner, and
God took care of their every need.

THe DECEIVER

But then Satan slinked into the garden. He did not arrive with a blast
of trumpets, announcing who he was and what he was about. Satan
is much too subtle for that. The Bible tells us that Satan is the great
deceiver—the devil. He is incapable of telling uncorrupted truth.

... the devil ... was a murderer from the beginning, not holding

to the truth, for there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks

his native language, for he is a liar and the father of lies.

John 8:44 NIV

The word lie in the original Greek text is pseudos—a conscious
and intentional falsehood. We use the word ourselves. It
implies imitation.
Several years ago, I was reading an article on Satan in a popular
news magazine. He was illustrated as having a red body with
horns on his head, a pointed tail and carrying a pitchfork. The
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overall rendering was hideous. According to the Bible, that picture
is deceptive to the extreme. The Bible says that...

... Satan disguises himself as an angel of light.

2 Corinthians 11:14 NASB

He comes in all his eye-catching splendour, mimicking God as
closely as he can. A better picture of the Devil might have been
a good-looking young man in a black suit with a clerical collar.
Satan loves religion. He closely imitates the truth, but he cannot
be trusted, because by his very nature he is an impostor—a
counterfeit, a teller of deliberate falsehoods.

I am sure Satan was quite happy with the red suit, pitchfork-in-
hand drawing. It’s easier to deceive people if they’re looking in
the wrong direction for the wrong thing. He would also have
been pleased with other statements in the magazine—"theologians
have all but scratched *Old Scratch.” The implication *This is an

was that 1o one believes in that guy anymore! What | idiom used for

better way to deceive than for the Devil to have ahoegsl\incla\iwth
theologians telling people that he is a myth! connections.

DECEPTION

So Satan arrived in the garden of Eden with all the subtlety he
could muster. No trumpets, no fanfare. He came in the embodiment
of a snake, a reptile that is often identified with the Devil. The
Bible records several incidents of evil spirits living inside both
humans and animals, speaking through them or causing them
to act abnormally. On this occasion Satan spoke through the
reptile. He addressed Eve.

Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the
Lorp Cod had made. He said to the woman, “Did Cod really say,
‘You must not eat from any tree in the garden’?”  Genesis 3:1 NIV

The fact that a snake could speak did not seem to disturb Eve.
No doubt every day she discovered a new and fascinating part
of God’s creation. Perhaps she thought this was just another one
of those new creatures. We don't really know.

Doust

Whatever the case, it is interesting that Satan approached Eve
with a question about God. He planted something in her mind
that she had never considered—the creature can question the Creator.
The question came in a slightly condescending tone, “Did God
say ... I mean, really—did God really say that?”
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With his youve-got-to-be-kidding approach, Satan implied that man
was rather simple-minded or naive to accept the LorD’s word at
face value.

“Perhaps God is holding back something good from you. I
mean, how do you know? Maybe the Lorp isn’t as good and
loving as he makes himself out to be.”

There was a hint that God wasn’t being completely honest, not
entirely forthright. Satan passed himself off as being concerned for
man, looking out for man’s best interests. The Devil counterfeited
God’s goodness. His twisted logic questioned God’s Word and
in questioning, he planted doubt.

In addition, Satan grossly overstated God’s prohibition. God had
not forbidden eating from every tree. He had only mentioned
one tree: the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. But the
overstatement produced the desired reaction.

The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit from the trees
in the garden, but God did say, “You must not eat fruit from the
tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must not touch
it, or you will die.”” Genesis 3:2-3 NIV

Eve tried to defend God, even though the Lorp does not need
to be defended. In her zeal she added to God’s command. God
had told man that he should not eat of the tree, but he had never
said they could not touch it. When you add to God’s Word you
always take away something from it. Eve made God out to be more
demanding than he really was, and in the process marred God’s
character. Getting people to add or subtract from the Bible is the
sort of math Satan specializes in. The Devil loves the resulting
confusion. The addition was oh-so-little, but it was all that Satan
needed. A crack had appeared in the dike.

DeNiAL
“You will not surely die,” the serpent said to the woman. “For God
knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you
will be like God, knowing good and evil.” Genesis 3:4-5 NIV

Not content with questioning God’s word, Satan outright denied
it. He blatantly called God a liar. He suggested that the reason the
tree was forbidden was because God feared Adam and Eve would
learn too much. Cleverly, Satan mixed truth with error. It was true
that their eyes would be opened and they would know good and
evil, but it was false to imply that they would be like God with
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all his attributes. It was also erroneous to state that they would
not die. Satan was deliberately and knowingly lying. Although he
knew by experience the consequence of going against God’s word,
he cruelly enticed man to partake of his own destruction.

DiSOBEDIENCE
When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food
and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom,
she took some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband,
who was with her, and he ate it. Genesis 3:6 NIV

Satan had succeeded. You can almost hear his howl of laughter
echoing through the garden. As usual, Satan did not hang around
to help pick up the pieces. He never does. The Bible says...

... the devil, prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone
to devour. 1 Peter 5:8 NASB

The Devil leaves the bones—picked clean. He may come across
as a great provider—providing pleasure, fun, a good time—but
it’s only temporary and often very empty. In reality, Satan never
gives. If he imparts anything, it’s only gut-wrenching heartache.
He’s a malicious playmate, a cruel companion.

Over the years some have blamed the woman for this outright
disobedience against God’s command. However throughout Eve’s
entire conversation with Satan, it seems that her husband was with
her. Adam could have prevented his wife from eating the fruit, and
certainly did not have to eat the fruit himself. But they both ate.

What Adam and Eve did is similar to children playing in the street
against their mother’s instructions. The disobedient youngsters
think they know better than mom what is safe and fun. They are
showing that they don’t entirely trust their mother’s knowledge of
safety. They are disregarding her authority. In the same way, Adam
and Eve sinned when they felt they knew better than God what was
good for them. Their choice made a statement. They didn't quite
trust their Creator—they weren't sure God was telling the truth.

Adam and Eve had all the reasons in the world to tell the Devil
that HE was the liar, but they chose to believe Satan instead of
God. They disobeyed God’s clear instructions, and joined the

Devil’s rebellious ranks. The Bible says: “The world as

influenced and
controlled by Satan.

Anyone who chooses to be a friend of the *world
becomes an enemy of God. James 4:4 NIV

ENEMY
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That'’s the natural outcome of choosing sides. Adam and Eve had
abandoned their friendship with God and joined Satan. They had
rejected a pure, perfect world to experiment with a forbidden one.

A BROKEN FRIENDSHIP

But such a choice has ramifications. As we saw before, breaking
a law has consequences. The Scripture teaches us that sin’s effects
are very costly. Adam and Eve’s defiant choice

to follow Satan’s lies opened a vast gulf in the Q
relationship between God and (&)
man. A perfect God could

not allow mixed loyalties, @

half friendships or partial ‘%
betrayals. Unless there was

trust, no relationship could f
exist. The friendship was over.

Therefore God gave them ... the sinful desires of their
hearts ... They exchanged the truth of Cod for a lie, and
worshiped and served created things [Satan] rather than the

Creator—who is forever praised.’ Romans 1:24-25 NIV
FIG LeAves

Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they knew

that they were naked ... Genesis 3:7 NKJV

Adam and Eve immediately sensed that something was wrong.
They had feelings they had never experienced before—very
uncomfortable ones—called guilt and shame. They were devastated.
The Bible says they were afraid and for the first time they realized
they were naked. Casting their eyes around for a solution....

.. they sewed fig leaves together and made
themselves coverings. Genesis 3:7 NKJV

o K X
Perhaps they thought that if they fixed up their o
outward appearance, God would never notice that
things had changed on the
inside. They would just
gloss things over and
pretend that everything %
was okay. It was man’s K
first attempt to make things

right in a world gone wrong.
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There was only one problem with the fig leaf solution: it didn’t work.
The condemnation remained. Having a good outward appearance
did not remedy the inner reality. Perfection was gone. Feelings of
guilt churned within. The gulf was still there.

And they heard the sound of the Loro God walking in the garden
in the cool of the day, and Adam and his wife hid themselves from
the presence of the Loro God among the trees of the garden.
Genesis 3:8 NKJV
Only guilty people hide—one doesn’t hide from a friend. A barrier
now existed between God and man. The friendship was over.

Is Gop Picky?

Some may say, “But the sin was over such a little thing—just
a bite of fruit!” True. God had not put a big stumbling block
in man’s path. Indeed, it was no stumbling block at all. There
were dozens of trees from which Adam and Eve could have
freely eaten. This was the smallest of possible tests, but it
defined man as being human—as having a free will.

Suppose a young lady met a fellow who seemed to be the nicest
person on earth. He showed real love for her—going out of
his way to do special things for her, comforting her when she
hurt, sharing in her humour, telling her he loved her. Then she
found out he had no choice—that he was programmed to be
loving ... well, it would be a terrible disappointment. It would all
seem so artificial, so meaningless, so empty. And it would be.

Man was given a choice, a simple one, which was very easy
to keep. But this one choice made a huge difference. Having
this choice: to eat or not to eat

to obey or disobey

to love or not to love ... defined man as human.

Man was not a robot. Man was able to love by his own free choice.
Adam and Eve’s love for each other was real, not artificial. And
their initial obedience and love for God was genuine as well.

Although the test itself may have seemed a small concern, it
is a serious thing to disobey the Lorp in even the smallest of
matters. The Bible says that God is perfect—he is holy and
righteous—he cannot tolerate even the least of sins. It states
explicitly that to disobey is wrong. It is sin. 1 Samuel 15:23

q
()

S{Y
[MAN\

SEPARATED
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3 WHERE ARE YOU?

Satan had deceived Adam and Eve into thinking that they could
be equal with God. That was exactly what the Devil had craved
for himself. But God hadn't created man to be governed by his
own instincts or ideas. The important thing was to do what God
said, and HE had said ...

“...you must not eat from the tree...for when you eat from it
you will surely die.” Genesis 2:17 NET

They had eaten, and in an instant everything had changed. It happened
just as God said. His word had not altered. It never does.

And they heard the sound of the Loro God walking in the garden
in the cool of the day, and Adam and his wife hid themselves from
the presence of the Loro God among the trees of the garden.
Genesis 3:8 NKJV
You can imagine the pounding hearts, the sweaty palms, the dry
mouths as they crouched out of sight in the garden, listening to
Yanwen approach. What would their Creator-Owner say?

What would an almighty, all-powerful God do with two
disobedient humans?

Then the Lorp God called to Adam and said to him, “Where
are you?” Genesis 3:9 NKJV

What an immense relief! Apparently God didn’t know anything
had happened. He didn’t even know where they were! Like two
children who had just raided the cookie jar, they poked their
heads out. Their faces were masked with innocence. Ahh, are
you looking for us? Adam spoke:

“I heard the sound of You in the garden, and | was afraid because

I was naked; so I hid myself.” Genesis 3:10 NASB
He spoke, but he erred. Like a boy playing hooky from school
and then writing his own absentee note signed, “my mom,”
Adam overlooked the fact that he had never felt fear before, and
that his nakedness had never bothered him. Adam had cookie
crumbs on his face.

God said ...

“Who told you that you were naked? Did you eat from the tree
that I commanded you not to eat from?” Genesis 3:11 NET
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QUuEsTIONS, QUESTIONS!

Why was God asking all these questions? Did not an all-knowing
God know where Adam and Eve were hiding? And would not
this same God know why they were feeling naked? Was the
Lorp really so limited that he had to ask the culprits whether
they had eaten of the forbidden fruit? The truth of the matter
was that God knew exactly what had occurred—but he was
asking questions to help Adam and Eve sort out in their minds
precisely what had happened. They had disobeyed the Lorp!
They had trusted Satan instead of God.

As we continue through the Bible we will see that God often
questions man to help him see things clearly.

Gob’s Faurr

The LorD’s questions also gave Adam and Eve an opportunity
to come clean on their own.

The man said, “The woman you put here with me—she gave
me some fruit from the tree, and | ate it.” Genesis 3:12 NIV

Uh-oh! Adam admitted to eating the fruit—sort of—but only because
that woman God created gave him the fruit. Adam was a victim!

“It was all God’s fault.”

“If God hadn't created the woman ... then the woman wouldn't
have given me the fruit, and then I wouldn’t have eaten.” Well,
you can see it very clearly. It was God’s fault after all!

So the Loro God said to the woman, “What is this you have
done?” And the woman replied, “The serpent tricked me, and
| ate.” Genesis 3:13 NET

Aha! So now the truth was out. Neither of them were to blame.
It was the snake’s fault. Eve was a victim too. And, of course,
if God hadn’t created snakes... then she wouldn’t have sinned
either. God had messed up!

PersoNAL CHOICE

God never quizzed the snake. Some comic has said the snake
had no leg to stand on anyway. The truth of the matter was that
both Adam and Eve had chosen to sin of their own accord. God
had given them an opportunity to own up, and they had blown
it—they had refused to admit their guilt.
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What they said.

What they should have said.

Adam: The man said, “The woman
you put here with me—she gave
me some fruit from the tree, and
| ate it.”

Eve: The woman said, “The serpent
deceived me, and | ate.”

“Cod I have failed you miserably.
I have disobeyed your clear
directions to not eat of the fruit. |
have sinned. Please forgive me.”

“Lorp God, | too have sinned by
disobeying your command. | want
to see our relationship restored.
Please tell me how.”

Victim mentality
Blames others

Responsible for own actions
Seeks ways to restoration

Perhaps if Adam and Eve had been truly apologetic, God would
have restored the friendship somehow—His way—right then
and there. We don’t know. What we do know is that God shows
love far beyond anything we can imagine.

A PrROMISE

This initial sin of man had severe consequences on the rest of
mankind. As we will see, Adam and Eve were acting on behalf
of the whole human race. Their sin brought a curse, but God in

his love also gave a promise.

So the Lorp Cod said to the serpent, “Because you have done
this...1 will put enmity between you and the woman, and
between your offspring and hers; he will crush your head, and

you will strike his heel.”

Genesis 3:14-15 NIV

These sentences deserve a closer examination. The promise had

two facets:

The Devil
and his followers

So the Lorp God said to the serpent, !
“Because you have done this ...

The Woman
and her male offspring

I will put enmity between you —>and the woman, and...
... between your offspring —> and hers [offspring];

...he will crush ...

...your head, and you will strike —> his heel.”

The Lorp was saying that he would one day rescue mankind
from Satan. The Lorp promised that a man would come, born of
the woman, who would crush the Devil’'s head—a fatal wound.
True, Satan would one day hurt this man, but only with a strike
at the heel—a temporary injury from which he would recover.
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This was the first of many promises to come about | An

the future offspring of Eve. This male child would | offspring
be known as THE ANOINTED ONE, because of the of EVE
special task given to him by God. The task God
had in mind for this CHoseN ONE was to deliver or

save mankind from the consequences of sinand the |
power of Satan. For this reason, he would also be | promisen
known as THE PrRoMiSED DELIVERER. This must have | Deuverer
been very good news to Adam and Eve.

This promise of a DeLIVERER added another name to the list of
terms that reveal God’s character. He would be known as the one
who saves or THE SAVIOUR.

... there is no other God besides Me, A righteous Cod and a

Savior; There is none except Me. “Turn to Me and be saved, all

the ends of the earth; For | am God, and there is no other.”
Isaiah 45:21-22 NASB

A CuRSE

As we saw before, sin has its consequences. It always does. Just as
defying the law of gravity brings broken bones, so violating God’s
word has ramifications. God could not condone the sin of Adam
and Eve. He could not say, “Oh, forget it,” or, “You couldn’t help it. We'll
pretend it never happened,” or, “It was just ONE little sin.” No. The damage
was done. Adam and Eve were guilty. One sin brought judgment.
One sin brought fear and shame. One sin brought more sin. The
earth and everything in it suffered from the curse. The animals,
the sea, the bird life, even the very ground was affected. No longer
was creation perfect. As a result of the curse, the Bible says...

... the whole creation groans and labors...  Romans 8:22 NK)V

Man would enter the world through the pain of childbirth and
leave it by the agonies of death. While on this planet, life would
be full of injustice, sweat and misery. God told Adam...

“By the sweat of your brow you will eat food until you return to
the ground, for out of it you were taken; for you are dust, and
to dust you will return.” Genesis 3:19 NET

The thorns and thistles of life, whether real or symbolic, would
make man’s existence one of pain and struggling to survive.
Man had set off a chain reaction of sorrow. But the most bitter
consequence of man’s sin was the very thing that God had warned
them about. It was death.
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4 DEeATH

And the Loro God commanded the man, “You are free to eat
from any tree in the garden; but you must not eat from the tree
of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat of it you
will surely die.” Genesis 2:16-17 NIV

In a very real sense, when Adam and Eve chose to defy God’s
warning, they tested God to see if he would keep his word. Did
God really mean what he said? Would man die? Or was God just talking,
uttering empty threats—bombast without teeth? The Scripture’s reply
is quite emphatic:

... it is easier for heaven and earth to pass away than for one stroke

of a letter of the Law [or God’s Word] to fail. ~ Luke 76:17 NASB

We don't like talking about death. It’s a taboo subject. I have travelled
all over the world visiting some of the most remote people groups
on the planet and I have never found a society that enjoyed death.
I have stood at many open graves, some in churchyards, some in
jungles, but they all shared one common denominator—grief. It is
burnt into the human psyche with the branding iron of reality that
death means one thing—separation. The loved one has slipped out
of our presence to never return. The sense of loss and separation
we feel at that time actually brings us very close to the meaning
Scripture gives the word. In the Bible, death implies some sort of
separation. It does not mean annihilation or non-existence—the
spirit part of man continues to live after physical death.

It is also helpful to understand that death cannot be disassociated
from its origin—it came about because of sin. The Bible speaks
of it as a reward or payment for wrongdoing. Just as a person is
paid wages for working, so ...

... the wages of sin is death ... Romans 6:23 NASB

The Scripture speaks about death in a number of different ways.
We will look at three.

1. DEATH OF THE BODY (Separation of man’s spirit from his body)

Physical death is not hard for us to grasp. We are only too well
acquainted with it. But we need to understand something more
as it relates to Adam and Eve.

When you cut a leafy branch off a tree, the leaves don’t instantly
wither and look dead. In the same way, when God told Adam
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“for when you eat of it you will surely die,” God did not mean that
Adam would drop dead as soon as he ate the fruit. Rather, God
meant that Adam would be cut off from his source of life, and
then, just like a branch, his body would eventually wear out and
stop functioning. The body would ...

...die and return to dust. Psalm 104:29 NET

Though the body dies, the Bible says the spirit goes on living—it
will continue to exist forever.

2. DEATH TO A RELATIONSHIP (Separation of man’s spirit from God)

We have already seen that Adam and Eve’s disobedience ended
their close friendship with the Lorp. But the consequences went
even further. The children of Adam and Eve, and their children’s
children—indeed all mankind to this day—have been born into
this world separated from God.

The relationship between God and man is so thoroughly finished,
so profound, so complete, that even though we live physically,
God views all mankind as being...

... dead in your transgressions and sins. Ephesians 2:1 NET
There’s a dynamic here that we must not miss. Let me illustrate.

I have spent a significant portion of my life living in tropical
countries. For a time, my wife and I lived in a house set on low
stilts. On one occasion, a very large rat chose to crawl into the
narrow space under our house and die. Unfortunately, the vermin
expired right under our little bedroom. Initially, we thought
we had no option but to let the body decay into oblivion. The
carcass rotting in the hot, humid climate sent a stupefying odor
into our bedroom, giving new meaning to the word foul. The rat
smelled so rank that my wife and I found it impossible to sleep.
We were forced to retreat to another part of the house. Sleeping
in close proximity to that evil-smelling carcass was not normal
or natural to us. We fled.

The next morning, my son, Andrew, volunteered to remedy the
situation. He located a long stick, and reaching deep into the
crawl space under the house, slowly worked the dead rat towards
the opening. As it got close, Andrew pulled back in revulsion,
grimaced and said, “Dad! The beast is full of maggots.” Oh gag!
Andrew took a plastic bag and, sticking it over his hand, reached
far under the house. Grabbing the miserable creature by its tail, he

e
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pulled the worm-infested cadaver out into the open. Holding the
offending remains far from his body, he ran towards the jungle
that bordered our property and, with a mighty swing, flung the
rat far from his presence.

If that rat had been alive and able to sense Andrew’s emotions, he
would have been aware that Andrew was highly displeased with
him—angry. And if that rat could have read Andrew’s thoughts
as he was flung far into the woods, he would have heard him say,
“Get out of here!” And if the rat could have spoken and said, “For
how long?,” Andrew would have answered, “Forever!”

The dead rat actually illustrates three different ways God feels
about sin. First, he is angry. This is not a wrath full of malice
or meanness. God is not a hothead who has lost his temper.
Rather, it is a reflection of God’s pure, perfect character. It might
best be understood as a type of righteous indignation. Just as we
were perturbed with the rotten rat, so the Lorp is angry about
sin. It grieves him.

God created the world to be a delightful place to live, but sin
has changed much of it into hard work. Every time we do an
unpleasant job, it’s a reminder that sin has ravaged God’s creation.
Pain and suffering, sorrow and grief, filth and stench, bullies and
drunkenness, earthquakes and war—all were not part of God’s
original creation. Sin has been like a drop of cyanide on a lavish,
scrumptious meal—it didn’t take much but it ruined it all. Sin has
been like a bee sting to the face—it’s a small thing, but it affects
your whole being. Sin went beyond breaking the law; it was an affront
to God'’s entire character. It’s for this reason that the Bible says...

... God'’s wrath comes on those who are disobedient.
Ephesians 5:6 NIV

Adam and Eve had disobeyed God when they ignored the LorD’s
clear instructions. Disobedience against God is a hallmark of sin.
The Bible says...

For the wrath of Cod is revealed from heaven against all
ungodliness and unrighteousness of men...  Romans 1:18 NKJV

We label sin as fun or evil, harmless or sadistic, big or small.
The Bible does recognize certain differences when it comes to
consequences, but with God, all sin is a stench in his holy nostrils.
It’s cyanide in his feast.
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Secondly, just as the rat drove my wife and me to sleep in another
room, and just as Andrew flung that revolting carcass out of his
presence, so God has removed himself from sinful man. The
Scripture says...

... your iniquities have separated you from your God; And your
sins have hidden His face from you... Isaiah 59:2 NKJV

Sometimes I've heard folks say that God seems distant, far away.
Well, the Bible does say that man is estranged from his Creator.

... you were alienated from Cod.... Colossians 1:21 NIV

Holiness demands the absence of sin. A perfect God cannot allow
sin in his presence, for-...

[His] eyes are too pure to look on evil; [he] cannot tolerate
wrong. Habakkuk 1:13 NIV

This brings us to the third point that the dead rat illustrates.
Just how long does God feel we should be separated from him?
The answer is pretty clear. Forever! Sin has infinite and eternal
ramifications. Just like we would not want to live with the rotten
rat next week, or at any time, God will never allow sin to dwell
in his presence.

This is difficult news but keep reading. Good news is coming.
For now, though, it is important to understand that when the
Bible speaks of man’s relationship with God as being finished, it
speaks with intensity. It is truly cut off—it’s dead.

3. DeATH 1O A FUTURE JOY—THE SECOND DEATH

(Separation of man’s spirit from God forever)
When a young couple is engaged, they look forward with delight
and anticipation to all the future joys of marriage. They browse
house designs, discuss where to live and what they will do
together. But if the engagement goes sour and the relationship
ends, all their prospective plans die too.

The Bible tells us that God is preparing a wonderful home for
man after death. It’s called Heaven. Heaven is an incredible place,
designed by God for man’s future joy. Eternal life is part of the plan.
Just being free of sin, suffering and death will be wonderful.

But just as there is eternal life, so there is eternal death. When
the Bible uses the word death, by implication it sometimes refers
to the death of God’s original plan for mankind. This death is also

ESTRANGED
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called the second death, probably because it occurs after physical
death. This second death is reserved for those people who will not
be in Heaven. Instead, the Bible says they will go to the Lake of
Fire, an appalling place that God created specifically for punishing
Satan and his demons.

Then | saw a great white throne and him who was seated on
it...And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the
throne, and books were opened. Then another book was opened,
which is the book of life.

And the dead were judged ...

This is the second death, the lake of fire. And if anyone’s name
was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into
the lake of fire. Revelation 20:11-12, 14-15 ESV

The Bible speaks of being ‘thrown alive into the  |*Rev. 19:20
fiery lake of burning sulfur, and of being “tormented Though the
day and night forever and ever. It will be a place | physical body
of “sorrow, devoid of happiness. The Scriptures | dies the spirit
talk of ‘worms (literally maggots), of an intense continues £ live.

b .
‘darkness, of people weeping and gnashing |. E:Im2501112 ;3
their teeth in extreme anguish, of being parched |4, 9.45

with ‘thirst, and of remembering this life and | parthew 8:12;
of wishing for no one to join them. It’s a place 22:13; 25:30
of lonely suffering, not some buddy-buddy |’ Luke 16:24
celebration of debauchery.

But cowards who turn away from me, and unbelievers, and
the corrupt, and murderers, and the immoral, and those who
practice witchcraft, and idol worshipers, and all liars—their
doom is in the lake that burns with fire and sulfur. This is the
second death. Revelation 21:8 NLT

Later in the book, we will learn more about man’s destiny.

A SIN NATURE
Sin and death now reigned in Adam’s bloodline, seemingly
passed on through the generations by the father. Like begets
like. Apples reproduce apples, cats reproduce cats, sinful man
reproduces sinful man.

Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man,

and death through sin, and so death spread to all men because
all sinned. Romans 5:12 ESV
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Because of Adam’s sin, all his offspring would
inherit his sin nature. And because he died, all
his offspring would die.’

We often connect a list of crimes with the word
sinner, but the Bible says it is more than that. Man
has a sin nature, often called Adam’s nature. This
nature is a condition or state of being. For example,
the doctor has told a friend of mine that he has
a heart condition. That condition reveals itself
with symptoms. When he climbs the stairs, he
huffs and puffs and his face changes color. On
occasion, he pops a nitroglycerin tablet under his
tongue. In the same sense, we can say that every
human has a condition, called the sin nature. The
symptoms of that condition are acts of sin.

AN Honest Gop

ﬂ ﬁ
Adam by nature
had become a

sinner—Adam
would die.

Rard
R&RARA
All of Adam’s
descendants
would have the

sin nature. All
would die.

If all this talk of sin and death seems morbid, it should be a reminder
to us that God doesn’t make unpleasant subjects pretty. He tells it
like itis. Sin and death are two things all humans have in common,
and we need to know what the Bible says about them. To be told
the truth is what one would expect from a perfect God.
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A Review —THE BRIDGE OF FRIENDSHIP

In the beginning God and man
were close friends, living in \’:‘;Q\\ o
harmony in a perfect world. - ‘%

Only perfect people can live @Q\
with a perfect God. ¢

The relational bridge was broken when Adam Q
and Eve believed Satan’s word instead (&)
of the Lorp’s, and disobeyed

God’s clear instructions. The @ s

whole world changed. It

c?
became a place of fear, guilt, 7

shame, sorrow, and death.

After Adam and Eve sinned, they tried to cover
their sin by improving their outward appearance. Qo
But the fig leaves didn’t work. The gulf <
remained. Sin and death now reigned
in Adam’s bloodline,
seemingly passed

on thr.ough the ‘3
generations by the

father. Like begets “Z {
like—apples reproduce

apples, cats reproduce cats, /
sinful man reproduces sinful

man.

As we continue our story, we will see that it is in the nature of
man to deny his true sinfulness, to devise ways to reach God, to
seek a way back to a perfect world.
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WHAT HAVE GENETICISTS FOUND?

“It makes us realize that all human beings, despite differences in
external appearances, are really members of a single entity that’s
had a very recent origin in one place. There is a kind of biological
brotherhood that’s much more profound than we ever realized.” So
said the late Stephen Jay Gould, the Harvard paleontologist
and essayist in a NEwsweek 1988 cover article entitled, “The
Search for Adam and Eve.”*

According to the article, scientists “... trained in molecular
biology ... looked at an international assortment of genes and
picked up a trail of DNA that led them to a single woman from
whom we all descended.” ... “There weren’t even telltale distinctions
between races.”

“

The Bible says:
Adam named his wife Eve, because she would become the
mother of all the living. Genesis 3:20 NIV

Then in 1995, TiMe® had a brief article saying there was scientific
evidence that “... there was an ancestral ‘Adam,” whose genetic material
on the chromosome is common to every man now on earth.”

The Bible says:
From one man he made every nation of men that they
should inhabit the whole earth ... Acts 17:26 NIV

These studies of human DNA conclude that we all have one
man and one woman in our ancestry. Some scientists agree;
others disagree. Even those who agree are quick to point out
that this may not be the biblical Adam and Eve. Whatever the
case, it’s interesting to note that the findings are consistent
with the Bible. This and other discoveries of modern molecular
biology confirm what the Scripture has indicated for millennia,
that we are all very closely related.
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1 A PARADOX

In these first few chapters we have learned a little of what God is like.
As we progress, we will learn more, but we need to stop and compare
a couple of God'’s characteristics with man’s new predicament.

It is helpful to understand that just as God established physical
laws to govern the universe, so he established spiritual laws that
govern the relationship between God and man. And just as a
knowledge of physics and chemistry helps us make sense of the
world around us, so a knowledge of these spiritual laws helps us
make sense of life and death. These spiritual laws are not difficult
to understand. First, let’s look at man’s situation.

ManN’s PrROBLEM

Centuries ago in the Middle East, when one incurred a debt, an
official certificate was drafted so that the parties involved would
not forget the amount payable. Those who were unable to pay
their debts were considered criminals under the full penalty of
the law. In the same way, the Bible teaches that on the moral
ledger, our sin incurs a debt. There’s a price to be paid. We are
faced with....

... the law of sin and death. Romans 8:2 ESV
That law says:

The soul who sins shall die. Ezekiel 18:20 NKJ)V

DEBTOR
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The question then remains: Are we able to pay that debt? The
answer is a qualified yes. However, since death exists for eternity,
it’s hard to call it paid—for the transaction is never completed.
To pay it, we must bear the full consequences of death in all its
three-part meaning. Frankly, most thinking people find themselves
very reluctant to pay. The problem is this—we must pay. It's our
debt. Mankind is in a dilemma.

Two Facers
This dilemma has two facets, like opposite sides of the same coin.

% We have something we don’t want—a sin problem. Because
of our sin, we experience guilt, shame, pain, separation from
God, and eventually the Second Death.

% We need something we don't have—perfection. We need a level
of goodness that makes us acceptable in God’s presence.

So the question is twofold: How can we get rid of our sin? And,
how can we gain a righteousness that is equal to God's righteousness,
so that we can be accepted in his presence?

Here is another way of putting it. Mankind, by creation, was
designed to live in God’s presence. But when man disobeyed God,
his whole being changed. He lost that sinless nature which made
him acceptable to God. So, how can man gain back that perfection
which allows him to live with God?

We will be keeping these questions in mind as we progress
through the Bible.

Gob’s SITUATION

To understand God'’s situation, we need to look at two different
attributes that are part of his character.

1. PERFECTLY JUST

We have seen that the Lorp is a perfect God, entirely without sin.
To be sinless also means that God is honest and fair—just.

He is the Rock; his deeds are perfect. Everything he does is just
and fair. He is a faithful God who does no wrong; how just and
upright he is! Deuteronomy 32:4 NLT

We would say that God is a good judge because he does not
treat one person one way, and another person another way. God
enforces his rules equally and fairly. Here on earth a person may
hide a crime, lie about it, bribe the judge, or just simply not get
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caught. But with God, no perpetrator will get away with his sin.
No one will escape God’s justice.

For God will bring every deed into judgment, including every
hidden thing, whether it is good or evil. Ecclesiastes 12:14 NIV

Honesty and fairness are fundamental to God’s perfect nature.

Righteousness and justice are the foundation of Your throne.
Psalm 89:14 NASB

Because God is perfect, we can count on him being absolutely fair.
We like that. But here’s the bad news. Perfect justice demands that
sin be punished with a penalty equal to the offense. It’s indicative
of just how seriously God views sin by the penalty assigned to
it. As we have seen, the Bible says that our sin-debt can only be
paid with our death—in all its three-part meaning.

This is not good news. Fortunately, the other aspect of God’s
character comes into the picture.

2. PerrecTLY LOVING

God is not only perfectly just, but he is also completely loving.
By his very nature, God loves.

% God revealed a type of love when he created the world—a
care and concern.

% But then God unveiled a deeper love—an undeserved love.
This love is often referred to by using the words grace, mercy,
kindness and compassion. As sinners, we don’t deserve God’s
kindness, yet God loves us with a perfect love in spite of our
sin. Because God is perfect, no one could be better than he
at demonstrating grace and mercy.

PARADOX

Now we find a paradox. To be completely just, God must enforce
our payment of the sin-debt—we must die. But because God is
loving, he has no desire to destroy us. Both qualities of his character
are equal. God is not more loving than he is just. So how can God
maintain justice and still be loving?

To begin with, God judges all sin, either here on the earth or
after physical death. He is 100% consistent on that score. We all
must die.

Like water spilled on the ground, which cannot be recovered,
so we must die. 2 Samuel 14:14a NIV



76 « CHAPTER FIvE

But then the other attribute of God’s nature comes into play.
Because God is by nature loving ...

... he devises ways so that a banished person may not remain
estranged from him. 2 Samuel 14:14b NIV

Although God allows our physical bodies to die, he lovingly
provides a way whereby we can escape the eternal aspects of
the death penalty. At the same time, God makes it possible for
us to live in his presence again. So how does God judge sin and
rescue us at the same time? How does God punish sin without
punishing us? We will study that in the following chapters.

PRIDE

One last thing before we move on. The Bible says that pride is
what caused Satan to rebel. We often look at pride as being a good
thing, but the Bible says pride is what keeps us from coming to
God for help. We are often too proud to humble ourselves and
say that we need the Lorp.

God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.
1 Peter 5:5 ESV

2 ATONEMENT

After eating the fruit, the first thing that Adam and Eve did was
to clothe themselves in fig leaves. In spite of having these clothes,
Adam told God that he felt naked—exposed. There is a reason
for this. The Bible tells us that...

... The Loro does not look at the things man looks at. Man looks
at the outward appearance, but the Lorp looks at the heart.
1 Samuel 16:7 NIV
God was looking right through their feeble attempts to clothe
themselves. He could see their hearts.

The Bible tells us that God rejected Adam and Eve’s attempts at
self-improvement. The fig leaves covered their nakedness, but
their hearts were full of sin. He wanted to teach them that man
could do nothing, outwardly or inwardly, to remove the sin
problem. So, he refused to accept their fig leaf clothes. Only God
could supply them with clothing that was acceptable to him.

God took animals, killed them and...

The Loro God made garments of skin for Adam and his wife,
and clothed them. Genesis 3:21 NASB
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This was a graphic illustration of the fact that sin brings death. Adam
and Eve had never seen death before. If they watched, it must
have been a jarring experience—seeing the blood spilled on the
ground, the gasping for life, the light passing from the animal’s
eye, comprehending the finality. Whatever the case, God made
the awful reality of death understandable to them immediately.
Animals died in order that they might be clothed.

BANISHED

Although man had sinned, he still lived in the garden and had
access to the tree of life. Eating of this tree would mean that man
would live forever. So God removed man from the garden.

And the Loro God said, “The man has now become like one of us,
knowing good and evil. He must not be allowed to reach out his
hand and take also from the tree of life and eat, and live forever.”

So the Loro God banished him from the Garden of Eden to work
the ground from which he had been taken.

After he drove the man out, he placed on the east side of the
Carden of Eden cherubim and a flaming sword flashing back and
forth to guard the way to the tree of life. Genesis 3:22-24 NIV

This was an act of mercy. God did not want men to live forever
entrapped as sinners. Can you imagine what the world would
be like if all the evil men and women down through the ages
were still alive today? By putting man outside of the garden, God
allowed the consequence of sin to take its eventual toll, namely
physical death. But God was thinking beyond the grave. He was
thinking of his plan to deliver man from the Second Death, a
way to escape the Lake of Fire.

CAIN AND ABEL

Adam lay with his wife Eve, and she became pregnant and gave

birth to Cain ... Later she gave birth to his brother Abel.

Genesis 4:1-2 NIV

Both Cain and Abel were born outside of the garden. Because
they had been conceived as a result of Adam’s union with Eve,
they had Adam’s sin condition, and were separated from God.
For God to be just, he must enforce his law. Cain and Abel also
had to die for their sin.

But God loved them, so in his mercy he provided a way for them
to escape judgment. That way had two dimensions:
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Inward—A Faith in God

Cain and Abel were to simply trust God—believe that what
the Lorp said was true. For example, God had promised Adam
and Eve that THE DeLIVERER would crush Satan’s head and save
them from sin’s consequences. Was that possible? Was it true? Did
God really mean it? Cain and Abel individually had to decide for
themselves whether or not to believe God.

Outward—A Visual Aid
God also wanted to show them what it would take to remove sin.
It involved a rather vivid visual aid.

A thorough study' of Scripture leads us to the understanding that
God specifically told Cain and Abel to take an animal, kill it and let
its blood run out on an *altar. Why was this? The very thought of
animal sacrifices strikes most of us as repulsive. | *Altars were stone
What conceivable reason would God have forsuch | Patiorms upon

s . . which sacrifices
an explicit instruction? The Bible says... were made.

... without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness.
Hebrews 9:22 NET
God was saying that man’s sin-debt could only be paid, or forgiven,
if there was death. But why the blood?
For the life of a creature is in the blood, and I have given it to

you to make atonement for yourselves on the altar; it is the
blood that makes atonement for one’s life.  Leviticus 17:11 NIV

This concept of a blood sacrifice has two aspects:

% Substitution: Normally, man would die for his own sin. But
now, based on certain future events, God was saying that he
would accept an innocent animal’s death in man’s place—as a
substitute. It was a life for a life, the innocent dying in place of
the guilty. The sacrifice pictured the law of sin and death being
obeyed and justice being fulfilled. But could not a sacrifice be
killed without the shedding of blood, perhaps by strangling?

% Atonement: God said that the blood would make atonement
for sin. The word atonement means covering. The shed blood
would cover man’s sin, therefore when God looked at man,
he would no longer see the sin. Man would be viewed as
righteous and therefore acceptable by God. The relationship
would be restored. Man would still die physically, but the
eternal consequences would no longer apply (i.e. separation
from God forever in the Lake of Fire).
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Through faith in God, as illustrated by the substitutionary death
and the atoning blood on the altar, man would find forgiveness
for sin and a new relationship with God.

ATONEMENT—A COVERING FOR SIN

The word atonement carries with it the idea of the just, holy,
righteous side of God’s nature being satisfied. God’s law required
death as the penalty for sin. When God saw the death of the
innocent sacrifice, he was satisfied that the demands of his
law had been carried out.

Sacrificing an animal on an altar did not take away the sin.
Man was still sinful. The sacrifice only pictured what was
necessary for sin to be forgiven—death and shedding of
blood. The blood provided an atonement or covering for sin.
In effect, the same way that God covered the nakedness of
Adam and Eve with acceptable clothing, so man’s sin was
covered by the blood and man found acceptance with God.
It would be right to say that the Lorp temporarily overlooked
man’s sin as if it had been obliterated.

With God’s instructions clear in our minds, we’ll now return to
the story of Cain and Abel and see what happens.

Two SACRIFICES
Abel took care of the flocks, while Cain cultivated the ground.
At the designated time Cain brought some of the fruit of the
ground for an offering to the Lorp. But Abel brought some of
the firstborn of his flock—even the fattest. Genesis 4:2-4 NET

Cain and Abel both brought sacrifices to the Lorp. One consisted
of an animal, the other—vegetables. Cain and Abel brought
these offerings, not because God was hungry, but because of
specific instructions God had given them. At this point in the
text those instructions are only alluded to, but later on they are
given in detail.

Abel brought an animal which could be killed and its blood shed.
That was good. But Cain brought garden produce. Vegetables do
not shed blood. Cain was offering a sacrifice, but it was the wrong
one.' He had come up with his own version of the fig leaves.
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RejeCTION
And the Lorp was pleased with Abel and his offering, but with
Cain and his offering he was not pleased. Genesis 4:4-5 NET

God rejected Cain’s sacrifice. Cain erred in two ways.

First, his actions revealed that he really didn’t
trust God. Secondly, Cain failed by doing
things his own way. But God
doesn’t accept personal

ideas on how to get <™
right with him. Man

may have the best =
intentions in the world,
but sincerity is not enough— &
it does not bridge the gap. :

e
>

We often look at independent thinking as a good thing, and there
is some merit to that thought. However, we need to be careful.
An independent spirit can also be very self-centered. When the
I'll-do-my-own-thing mentality spills over into relationships—as
to who’s right and who’s wrong, who gets

and who doesn’t, or even how we run entire

countries—it can become very ugly.

Cain was doing his own thing. He felt he
knew better than God what was right.

ACCEPTANCE
On the other hand, Abel offered
the kind of sacrifice that God had

commanded—an innocent animal that
would die and shed blood.



CHAPTER FIVE « 81

Abel deserved to die for his own sin, but God in his mercy allowed the
animal to die in his place as a substitute. As Abel placed his sacrifice
before the Lorp, he was trusting God to keep his word—to send
a DELIVERER—t0 somehow save him from sin’s awful penalty. It is
doubtful if Abel knew how THE DELIVERER would accomplish his role,
but it is clear that Abel was trusting God with the solution for sin.

By faith Abel offered to God a more acceptable sacrifice than
Cain, through which he was commended as righteous, God
commending him by accepting his gifts ... Hebrews 11:4 ESV

As Abel approached God in faith, his sacrifice provided an atonement-
covering for sin. When God looked at Abel, he did not see his sin.
In a sense, God overlooked it. In God’s eyes, Abel was righteous
or perfect, and could now be accepted in His presence.

Gob’s GENTLENESS

As for Cain, he wasn’t happy with God.
... Cain was very angry, and his face was downcast.
Then the Lorp said to Cain, “Why are you angry? Why is your
face downcast? If you do what is right, will you not be accepted?

But if you do not do what is right, sin is crouching at your door;
it desires to have you, but you must master it.” Genesis 4:5-7 NIV

God gently tried to show Cain that he was headed for trouble,
that his sin nature would destroy him. He pointed out to Cain
that he too would be accepted if he came the same way Abel had
come. There is no record of Cain replying. He was sulking.

Cain said to his brother Abel, “Let’s go out to the field.” While they
were in the field, Cain attacked his brother Abel and killed him.

Then the Lorp said to Cain, “Where is your brother Abel?”
Genesis 4:8-9 NET
Just like God quizzed Adam and Eve, now we see the LorD asking
Cain questions. God didn’t need to ask Cain what had happened.
God knows everything; he knew exactly what had taken place.
He was giving Cain a chance to come clean. But just like Adam
and Eve, Cain’s words revealed his heart:

Cain: “I do not know. Am | my brother’s keeper?”

God: “What have you done? The voice of your brother’s blood
cries out to Me from the ground.” Genesis 4:9-10 NKJV

Sin cannot be hidden. Cain had murdered his brother and then
had tried to wrangle his way out of a confession. God put his finger
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on Cain—You did it! There is no record of Cain ever expressing
remorse for his actions. God could have destroyed him, but in his
mercy, He moved him to another region. The human race had
gotten off to a scandalous start.

SETH
And Adam had marital relations with his wife again, and she gave
birth to a son. She named him Seth, saying, “Cod has given me
another child in place of Abel because Cain killed him.” And a son
was also born to Seth, whom he named Enosh. ~ Genesis 4:25 NET

Although Seth was born with a sin nature, he trusted God just like
Abel. It was through Seth and his descendants that God would
send THE Saviour. God was keeping his promise.

DEATH

Well, it’s time to leave Adam. The Bible says he had a large family
and lived to be extremely old. Some scholars have proposed that
a greenhouse effect in the original creation could have shielded
man from harmful cosmic rays allowing for the incredible life
spans recorded in early history. Others have noted that the
accumulation of degenerative mutations would have been in its
infancy, allowing for longer life spans. Though there may be merit
in these theories, scientists increasingly believe that the length of
one’s life is the result of a genetically determined limit. Originally,
that genetic limit could have been set much higher. We will see
later what may have caused the change. Whatever the reason,
the Bible says that God’s word finally came true for Adam.

The length of time Adam lived after he became the father of Seth

was 800 years; during this time he had other sons and daughters.

The entire lifetime of Adam was 930 years, and then he died.
Genesis 5:4-5 NET

WHo Dip SETH AND CAIN MARRY?

The Bible says Adam and Eve had other sons and daughters.
It is implied that at this point in history brothers and sisters
would have married each other. Because there had not been
enough time for a significant number of mutant genes to arise
in the genetic pool shared by the children, no harmful effects
would have resulted from this kind of intermarriage. Later in the
history of the Bible, we see this type of marriage forbidden.
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WHAT HAPPENED TO ABEL WHEN HE DIED?

Although the Bible does not explicitly mention where Abel’s spirit
went when he was murdered, we know from other Scriptures
that those who died went to a place called Paradise, a place God
prepared for believing men and women. Some Bible scholars
would differentiate between Paradise and Heaven during this
time in history, but all agree that they are now merged.

The Bible does not tell us a lot about Heaven, possibly because
it’s difficult to get our fog-bound mortal brains to comprehend
it. One biblical writer who was given a peek at the place
was left wanting for concrete words—he resorted to word
pictures to get his point across. When you look at the world
God created in six days, it’s rather staggering to think about
what he could do with eons of tinkering. The Bible does say
that Heaven is a real place, with real people living there. It
will be like Eden, only incomparably better.

Man'’s sin nature will be gone.

Nothing impure will ever enter it, nor will anyone who does

what is shameful or deceitful, but only those whose names
are written in the... book of life. Revelation 21:27 NIV

Man will a have a righteousness that is totally acceptable to God.
In thinking of seeing the Lorp, one biblical writer wrote....

...Iin righteousness | will see your face.... 1 will be satisfied
with seeing your likeness. Psalm 17:15 NIV

Man’s unique relationship with God will be restored.
“Look! The residence of Cod is among human beings. He

will live among them, and they will be his people, and Cod

himself will be with them.” Revelation 21:3 NET
Everything about life will be perfect.

“[God] will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death

will not exist any more—or mourning, or crying, or pain, for

the former things have ceased to exist.” And the one seated

on the throne said: “Look! | am making all things new!”

Revelation 21:4-5 NET

There will be no funerals or fractured relationships, no graves
or broken-hearted good-byes, no hospitals or homelessness,

no crippled bodies or ailing health, no crutches or canes.
continued next page
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continued from previous page

Instead, Heaven will be a place of endless joy and pleasure.

...you will fill me with joy in your presence, with eternal
pleasures at your right hand. Psalm 16:11 NIV

Our bodies will not be limited by time or space. It seems we
will be able to move about instantly. Evidently we will also
be able to recognize people we have known or heard about
here on earth.

At least part of Heaven will be occupied by a large city. It
has been calculated that if only 25% of the city was used, 20
billion people could be accommodated with plenty of room
to spare. This city is called the New Jerusalem.

And he ... showed me the holy city, Jerusalem, ... having the
glory of God. Her brilliance was like a very costly stone, as
a stone of crystal-clear jasper. It had a great and high wall,
with twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels ...

And the street of the city was pure gold, like transparent
glass... And in the daytime (for there shall be no night there)
its gates shall never be closed ... Revelation 21:10-12,21,25 NASB

Then [the angel] showed me a river of the water of life,
clear as crystal, coming from the throne of God...
Revelation 22:1 NASB

This will be a city like none we have ever known—no pollution,
no rust, no decay, no thieves, no crime, no fear—perfect in every
detail. All residents of Heaven will live there for eternity.

They will need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will
be their light, and they will reign forever and ever.
Revelation 22:5 ESV
... I will dwell in the house of the Lorp forever.
Psalm 23:6 NASB

Perhaps we can end this section with the following verse
which, though not limited to heavenly realms, certainly
carries the idea of what God has in store.

“No eye has seen, no ear has heard, and no mind has imagined
what God has prepared for those who love him.”
1 Corinthians 2:9 NLT
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sequence of stunning miracles. Actually, SErH

miracles were very much the exception. E="
Centuries would pass before anything "
earthshaking would happen. At this Mahalaleel
point in our story, the Bible records Jated

that no less than ten generations passed E,Loch

before the next big event unfolded | | F——

in world history. Each one of those Lamech [ Japheth
generations represents a long life span NIO AH- Ham
during which time the population of

the world increased dramatically. SHEM

Hundreds of years passed, but God did not forget His commitment
to send THE PromIsED DELIVERER. Each generation had those who
believed God. Though the population of the world was increasing,
the number who trusted God did not increase at the same rate.
The Bible records that all but a few turned their backs on him.

VIOLENCE

Mankind had not only rejected God but was intent on following
Satan with all the gusto man could muster. The Bible says:

The Lorp saw how great man’s wickedness on the earth had
become, and that every inclination of the thoughts of his heart
was only evil all the time.

Now the earth was corrupt in God’s sight and was full of violence.
God saw how corrupt the earth had become, for all the people
on earth had corrupted their ways. Genesis 6:5,11-12 NIV

If you consider some of the nations of the world whose daily
news fills our TV screens with accounts of anarchy, war, violence
and rape, then you have an idea of what it must have been like.
The Scripture says that man’s thoughts were consumed with
evil continually. Perversion and chaos reigned. The world had
become a deadly place in which to live.

LIVING FOR SELF

In addition, the Bible declares that the society of that day was
focused on living for self.* What God said wasn’t important
anymore. Man had scorned God’s plan and had developed a
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philosophy of life that excluded any desire to P
seek after him. Man wasn't even attempting to oa
bridge the gap. Though righteousness was

far from man’s mind, sin was
a different matter. \y
& =

For although they N
knew Cod, they % == .
did not glorify him 2 <SS
as God or give him =
thanks, but they became
futile in their thoughts f
and their senseless hearts were
darkened. Although they claimed to be wise, they became fools and

exchanged the glory of the immortal Cod for an image resembling
mortal human beings or birds or four-footed animals or reptiles.

Therefore God gave them over in the desires of their hearts
to impurity, to dishonor their bodies among themselves. They
exchanged the truth of God for a lie and worshiped and served the
creation rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever! Amen.

For this reason God gave them over to dishonorable passions.
For their women exchanged the natural sexual relations for
unnatural ones, and likewise the men also abandoned natural
relations with women and were inflamed in their passions for
one another. Men committed shameless acts with men and
received in themselves the due penalty for their error.

And just as they did not see fit to acknowledge God, God gave
them over to a depraved mind, to do what should not be done.
They are filled with every kind of unrighteousness, wickedness,
covetousness, malice. They are rife with envy, murder, strife, deceit,
hostility. They are gossips, slanderers, haters of God, insolent,
arrogant, boastful, contrivers of all sorts of evil, disobedient
to parents, senseless, covenant-breakers, heartless, ruthless.
Although they fully know God'’s righteous decree that those who
practice such things deserve to die, they not only do them but
also approve of those who practice them.”  Romans 1:21-32 NET

As we have seen before, sin has its consequences. It always does.
Just as defying the law of gravity results in bruises and broken
bones, so ignoring God’s word has ramifications. God could not
condone the sin. The Bible says God was grieved by it all.

So the Lorp said, “I will destroy man whom I have created from
the face of the earth...” Genesis 6:7 NKJV
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Man may have had a philosophy of life that excluded God, but
God still held man accountable for his behavior.

Noan
However, one man and his family were different.

Noah found favor in the eyes of the Lorp ... Noah was a righteous
man, blameless in his generation. Noah walked with God.
Genesis 6:6-9 ESV

Though Noah was a good-living man, the Bible makes it plain that
he still was a sinner. According to the law of sin and death, Noah had
to die for that sin. But the Bible also indicates that Noah brought an
animal sacrifice to God, evidence that he recognized the need to have
an innocent substitute pay that death penalty for him. Noah believed
that the Lorp would somehow save him from sin’s consequences.
The Scripture says that because Noah trusted God, the Lorp looked
upon him as being righteous. Noah had a right relationship with
the Lorp, indicated by the words, “... he walked with God.”

So Cod said to Noah, “I have decided that all living creatures
must die, for the earth is filled with violence because of them.
Now I am about to destroy them and the earth. Make for yourself
an ark of cypress wood. Make rooms in the ark, and cover it
with pitch inside and out.” Genesis 6:13-14 NET

THE WAY OF EScAPE

God told Noah to build an ark—a boat. This was no rowboat. It
was a large ship, similar to modern ocean-going freighters. It had
several decks, a built-in ventilation system and a door—only one
door. The vessel was built of wood covered with a coat of tree
pitch, a common means in past centuries of sealing a ship.’ The Ark
remained the largest vessel ever built until its size and ratio were
almost duplicated in 1844 by the ship Great Britain. The dimensions
of the Ark are still considered ideal for a large stable boat. It was
not built for speed, only to preserve life. God told Noah:

I'am about to bring floodwaters on the earth to destroy from
under the sky all the living creatures that have the breath of life
in them...You will enter the ark—you, your sons, your wife,
and your sons” wives with you.

You must bring into the ark two of every kind of living creature
from all flesh, male and female, to keep them alive with you.

And Noah did all that God commanded him ...
Genesis 6:17-19, 22 NET
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OBEDIENCE

Because Noah believed God, he obeyed him. That still didn’t make
God’s directions any easier to follow. Noah had never built a boat
before, certainly not one this size. And how would he explain
the notion of a worldwide deluge to his neighbours?

God had said it would be 120 years before the Flood would take
place.’ During this time Noah not only oversaw the construction
of the boat, but he also warned of coming judgment.”

The Bible tells us that before the Flood people lived to be hundreds
of years old. Various theories have been suggested as to why this
was so, but no reason is given in the Bible. It is simply stated as fact.
Considering the long time people lived, 120 years for building the ark
was well within the usual life span. After the Flood, life spans were
shortened considerably so that a man of 90 was regarded as old.

Many excellent books have been written on the Flood regarding
the impact it had on the world climate and geography. These books
are reasoned theories based on the biblical account and scientific
observations. With such detailed sources available, I have not
attempted to duplicate them. However, in the next few pages, I
will briefly refer to some of these theories, with the hope that they
will help your understanding without getting bogged down.

The Lorp then said to Noah, “Go into the ark, you and your whole
family, because I have found you righteous in this generation.”

And Noah did all that the Lorp had commanded him.

... Noah and his sons, Shem, Ham and Japheth, together with
his wife and the wives of his three sons, entered the ark.

They had with them every wild animal according to its kind,
all livestock according to their kinds, every creature that moves
along the ground according to its kind and every bird according
to its kind, everything with wings. Pairs of all creatures that have
the breath of life in them came to Noah and entered the ark.
The animals going in were male and female of every living thing,
as God had commanded Noah.

Then the Lorp shut him in. Cenesis 7:1,5,13-16 NIV

With a few exceptions, Noah only took one pair of each kind on
board. Even allowing for extinct kinds, the ship had adequate room
to house them all, with the animals occupying only an estimated
60% of the vessel.” The remaining space probably carried feed.
Taking the young of large beasts may have been another space
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saver. To save on food, some may have hibernated. Of course,
God was quite able to sustain them in any way he chose.

ONE Door

After the loading was completed, God shut them in. When
judgment came and the waters began to rise, no amount of
banging on the ark could move Noah to open the hatch. Nor did
Noah and his family need fear that the door might be torn open
in the pounding deluge. They were perfectly safe because God
had shut the door—the one and only door to safety. He had shut
in those who believed and shut out the rebellious.

God is gracious. He had given mankind 120 years to turn from their
sinful ways and take advantage of his mercy. Now their time was
up. Judgment came, just as God had said it would. Man sometimes
threatens and never delivers, but God always keeps His Word.

In the six hundredth year of Noah’s life, on the seventeenth day of
the second month—on that day all the springs of the great deep
burst forth, and the floodgates of the heavens were opened. And
rain fell on the earth forty days and forty nights. Genesis 7:11-12 NIV

THE SPRINGS AND FLOODGATES

Cartoons have been drawn of an old man on a little houseboat,
surrounded by animals, all getting soaked to the skin by a rain
squall. Those efforts to illustrate the story are in error. You would
have been crazy—and dead—to have remained outside in the
storm that burst upon the earth.

First of all, the earth ruptured, releasing massive amounts of
underground water. The Bible talks about the springs of the great
deep bursting forth. It has been theorized that water under extreme
pressure was spewed high into the sky. Then it, along with other
water in the atmosphere, came down as the floodgates of heaven
were opened. Such a rupturing of the planet’s crust had to have
included enormous volcanic activity. It is possible that at this
time the whole process known as continental drift occurred. Using
super-computers, one of the world’s leading researchers in plate
tectonics has modeled in 3D the whole process of continental drift
occurring in a few months.® As fissures tore open the crust of the
earth, huge slabs of the surface were thrust deep into the earth’s
interior, recycling the ocean basins and continental land.

The Hebrew word to describe this event means a catastrophic
deluge. In the Bible, that word is solely used to describe this
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Flood. No other inundation has ever come close to equaling
it. Though many of the things that happened in the cataclysm
can be explained by natural science, we must remember that an
all-powerful God could create the Flood circumstances and the
attending catastrophic results without any limitation.

The rain lasted for 40 days, but it seems from the text that water
continued to flow out of the underground fountains for 150 days.

For forty days the flood kept coming on the earth, and as the
waters increased they lifted the ark high above the earth. The
waters rose and increased greatly on the earth, and the ark floated
on the surface of the water. They rose greatly on the earth, and
all the high mountains under the entire heavens were covered.

Everything on dry land that had the breath of life in its nostrils
died... Only Noah was left, and those with him in the ark.
Genesis 7:17-19, 22-23 NIV

God remembered Noah ... and the waters receded. Genesis 8:1 NET

It is believed that prior to the Flood, the mountains were not as
high as they are now. Today, if you were able to take the surface
of the globe and smooth it out, the water would cover the earth
to a depth of approximately two miles (3 km). The Bible says that
after the Flood, the mountains we see today rose up and the valleys
sank down, presumably forming the ocean basins.

The waters were standing above the mountains. At Your rebuke
they fled ... The mountains rose; the valleys sank down to the place
which You established for them. You set a boundary that they
may not pass over, so that they will not return to cover the earth.

Psalm 104:6-9 NASB
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A DIFFERENT PLANET

Noah and his family were in the boat for 371 days before God
opened the door and let them out. Long before that day, the
waters had receded, and the ark had lodged in a mountainous
region. When they left the ark, the ground was not only dry but
producing again. It was a very different planet from before. It
was the earth on which we now live.

Then Cod said to Noah, “Come out of the ark, you and your wife
and your sons and their wives. Bring out every kind of living creature
that is with you ... so they can multiply on the earth...”

So Noah came out, together with his sons and his wife and
his sons” wives. Then Noah built an altar to the Lorp and... he
sacrificed burnt offerings on it. Genesis 8:15-18,20-21 NIV

A PROMISE

The first thing Noah did after leaving the ark was to build an
altar and offer an innocent animal as a blood sacrifice to God.
The sacrifice did not remove the sin, but it did picture what was
necessary to pay the penalty—blood shed in death. It was evidence
that Noah had confidence in God, believing that the Lorp would
keep his word, and somehow save him and his family from the
consequences of sin. God was pleased.

Then God blessed Noah and his sons and said to them, “Be
fruitful and multiply and fill the earth.” Cenesis 9:1 NET

“I now establish my covenant with you and with your descendants
after you ... Never again will all life be cut off by the waters of a
flood; never again will there be a flood to destroy the earth.”

And God said, “This is the sign of the covenant | am making
between me and you ... [ have set my rainbow in the clouds, and
it will be the sign of the covenant between me and the earth.”
Genesis 9:9,11-13 NIV
God promised to never destroy the earth with a flood again.
Whenever it rained, the rainbow would be a reminder of that
promise. Although thousand