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If You Love Those Who Love You
Matthew 5:46
Dr. Tony Chute, Lead Pastor 

Overview: The love of God surpasses all human love but forms the basis of who 
and how Christians are to love. Jesus tells His followers that loving those we are 
predisposed to love is a worldly love that requires no extra effort and leads to 
no eternal reward. To love as God loves means that Christians will look to love 
those who are unloved, unlovely, and seemingly unloveable. Such love can 
be directed to a personal enemy or a lost world, with many more applications 
included. Jesus informs us that in order for our love to mirror God’s love, it 
cannot be in word only but also in tangible ways as well. This love cannot be 
generated by the human heart or sheer willpower but must be driven by the 
free grace of God, which every believer has received and may draw from as we 
seek to follow our Lord.  

1. Consider Jesus’s words in Matthew 5:3. How does this statement reflect
worldly thinking rather than Christian thinking? Could such a statement be
derived and defended from the Old Testament? How would you respond
to someone whose manner of dealing with others is summed up by, “I treat
people the way they treat me”?

2. What is the force of Jesus’s words, “You have heard it said . . . but I say to you” 
in Matthew 5:43-44? How does such a statement demonstrate the authority
which Jesus inherently has as the Son of God? Does your view of Jesus’s words
and Scripture coincide with His claim to have all authority? How does such
authority prompt you to adjust your worldview and to walk in line with His
teaching?

3. Why does Jesus command us to love our enemies? In what ways were we
God’s enemies before coming to faith in Christ? See Romans 5:6-10 for further
insight. How did the love of God transform your heart to love Him in return? Is it 
possible that loving our enemies can become an evangelistic means by which
their heart is transformed to love God also?

4. In what ways does God demonstrate love towards the just and the unjust
(verse 45)? In what ways can you show love to those you are not predisposed
to love? See Proverbs 24:17 and 25:21 for further insight.

5. How does the gospel enable us to love the unlovely without using guilt
or legalism to drive our affections towards those we are not predisposed to
love? Pray that the Lord will grant you a heart like His to love those whom He
loves and to find ways to demonstrate such love in word and in deed. Consider 
Romans 12:14-21 as a template for allowing the gospel to live through you for
the glory of God.

For Further Reading: D. A. Carson, Love in Hard Places (Crossway, 2002)
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THIS IS AMAZING GRACE

Verse 1
Who breaks the power of sin and darkness
Whose love is mighty and so much stronger
The King of Glory, the King above all kings

Who shakes the whole earth with holy thunder
And leaves us breathless with awe and wonder

The King of glory, the King above all kings

Chorus
This is amazing grace
This is unfailing love

That You would take my place
That You would bear my cross

You laid down Your life
That I would be set free

Oh, Jesus, I sing for
All that You've done for me

Verse 2
Who brings our chaos back into order?

Who makes the orphans a son and daughter?
The King of glory, the King of glory

Who rules the nations with truth and justice
Shines like the sun in all of its brilliance

The King of glory, the King above all kings
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Chorus
This is amazing grace
This is unfailing love

That You would take my place
That You would bear my cross

You laid down Your life
That I would be set free

Oh, Jesus, I sing for
All that You've done for me

Bridge
Worthy is the Lamb who was slain

Worthy is the King who conquered the grave
Worthy is the Lamb who was slain

Worthy is the King who conquered the grave
Worthy is the Lamb who was slain

Worthy is the King who conquered the grave
Worthy is the Lamb who was slain

Worthy, worthy, worthy

Chorus
This is amazing grace
This is unfailing love

That You would take my place
That You would bear my cross

You laid down Your life
That I would be set free

Oh, Jesus, I sing for
All that You've done for me
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AMAZING GRACE (MY CHAINS ARE GONE)

Verse 1
Amazing grace how sweet the sound

That saved a wretch like me
I once was lost, but now I'm found

Was blind, but now I see

Verse 2
'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear

And grace my fears relieved
How precious did that grace appear

The hour I first believed

Chorus
My chains are gone, I've been set free
My God, my Savior has ransomed me

And like a flood His mercy reigns
Unending love, amazing grace

Verse 3
The Lord has promised good to me

His word my hope secures
He will my shield and portion be

As long as life endures

Chorus
My chains are gone, I've been set free
My God, my Savior has ransomed me

And like a flood His mercy reigns
Unending love, amazing grace

Verse 4
The earth shall soon dissolve like snow

The sun forbear to shine
But God, who called me here below

Will be forever mine

3



Chorus
My chains are gone, I've been set free
My God, my Savior has ransomed me

And like a flood His mercy reigns
Unending love, amazing grace

(repeat)

Tag
Amazing love, amazing grace

FROM THE INSIDE OUT

Verse 1
A thousand times I've failed

Still Your mercy remains
And should I stumble again

I'm caught in Your grace

Everlasting
Your light will shine when all else fades

Never ending
Your glory goes beyond all fame

Verse 2
Your will above all else
My purpose remains

The art of losing myself
In bringing You praise

Everlasting
Your light will shine when all else fades

Never ending
Your glory goes beyond all fame
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Pre-Chorus
In my heart, in my soul

I give You control
Consume me from the inside out, Lord

Let justice and praise
Become my embrace

To love You from the inside out

Chorus
Everlasting

Your light will shine when all else fades
Never ending

Your glory goes beyond all fame
And the cry of my heart is to bring You praise

From the inside out
Lord, my soul cries out

Pre-Chorus
In my heart, in my soul

I give You control
Consume me from the inside out, Lord

Let justice and praise
Become my embrace

To love You from the inside out

Chorus
Everlasting

Your light will shine when all else fades
Never ending

Your glory goes beyond all fame
And the cry of my heart is to bring You praise

From the inside out
Lord, my soul cries out
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THE JESUS WAY

Verse 1
If you curse me, then I will bless you

If you hurt me, I will forgive
And if you hate me, then I will love you

I choose the Jesus way

Verse 2
If you’re helpless, I will defend you

And if you’re burdened, I’ll share the weight
And if you’re hopeless, then let me show you

There’s hope in the Jesus way

Chorus
I follow Jesus, I follow Jesus

He wore my sin, I’ll gladly wear His name
He is the treasure, He is the answer

Oh, I choose the Jesus way

Verse 3
If you strike me, I will embrace you

And if you chain me, I’ll sing His praise
And if you kill me, my home is heaven 

For I choose the Jesus way

Chorus
I follow Jesus, I follow Jesus

He wore my sin, I’ll gladly wear His name
He is the treasure, He is the answer

Oh, I choose the Jesus way

Bridge
And I choose surrender, I choose to love

Oh God my Savior, You’ll always be enough
I choose forgiveness, I choose grace

I choose to worship, no matter what I face
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I choose the Jesus way
I choose the Jesus way
I choose the Jesus way
I choose the Jesus way

Chorus
I follow Jesus, I follow Jesus

He wore my sin, I’ll gladly wear His name
He is the treasure, He is the answer

Oh, I choose the Jesus way
(repeat)

Tag
Oh, I choose the Jesus way
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